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LION 2008

We Are...Living In One Neighborhood” is the newest message to be spread
throughout State College Borough.

The inaugural “Living In One Neighborhood,” or LION, Walk took place on
Wednesday, August 27, 2008. The initiative was a neighborhood welcome
program jointly sponsored by State College Borough, Penn State University’s
Division of Student Affairs, and the Off-Campus Student Union. The program was
designed to promote positive neighborly relations by encouraging both student
and non-student residents to be good neighbors. Informational packets
containing Good Neighbor tips, borough ordinances, safe partying habits, and fire-
safety tips were distributed to residents along the LION Walk routes.

Eleven teams of 4 members each, a student, a police officer, a borough official,
and a university official participated in the walk.

The teams visited approximately 250 homes. Routes were focused on parts of
the Holmes-Foster and Highlands neighborhoods this year, with plans to expand
into other areas in future years. Most visits were initiated by the student team
members. This proved to very effective in communicating with our target
audience, Penn State students living in these mixed neighborhoods.

Penn State' s Assistant Director of Off-Campus Council President Elizabeth Goreham, PSU President Graham

Living, LorettaDoss, greets several students.  Spanier, UPUA President Gavin Keirans, Mayor Bill Welch,
. OCSU President Pat Gordon and State College Borough Police

Officer Anne Supina meet student Chad Schmidt.

Continued on Page 2
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DECEMBER

Borough Council—7:30 pm

Board of Health—4:00 pm

Council Special Meeting—noon

Planning Commission—noon

CDBG Citizens’ Advisory
Committee — noon

Council Work Session—noon

Council Work Session—7:30 pm

Design Review Board — 11 am

Transportation Commission—212:15 pm

Council Special Meeting—noon
Planning Commission—7:00 pm
Council Special Meeting—noon
Borough Council—7:30 pm
Redevelopment Authority-noon
Historic Resources
Commission—7:30 pm
Planning Commission—7:00 pm

Design Review Board—11 am
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2008 CALENDAR
Mid OCTOBER NOVEMBER
20 Borough Council—7:30 pm 3 Borough Council—7:30 pm 1
21 Redevelopment Authority—12:30 pm 5  Planning Commission—noon
Historic Resources 6 CDBG Citizens’ Advisory
Commission—7:30 pm Committee — noon
22 Design Review Board—noon 7  Council Work Session—noon 4
23 Planning Commission—7:00 pm 10 Council Work Session—7:30 pm
27 Transportation Commission—noon 11 Veterans Day—Municipal
Halloween Costume Offices Closed
Parade—7:00 pm 12 Design Review Board — 11:00 am
31 Trick or Treat— 6-8 pm 13 Planning Commission—7:00 pm
Community Land Trust—6:30 pm 17 Borough Council—7:30 pm 10
18 Redevelopment Authority-noon 11
Historic Resources 12
Commission—7:30 15
19 Council Special Meeting—noon 16
20 Tree Commission—noon
Planning Commission—7:00 pm
21 Council Work Session—noon 18
26 Design Review Board—11:00 am 23
27 Thanksgiving Day—Municipal 25

Offices Closed—no refuse collection
28 Floating Holiday—Municipal
Offices Closed

LION 2008 (continued from coven

Residents visited were very receptive and grateful for the
effort. Although many residents were initially apprehensive
when a group of people, including a uniformed police officer,
knocked on their doors, they warmed quickly after the
program'’s intent was made clear. Students were
appreciative when receiving the information. Most of them
were unaware of local ordinances. “Information is key for us
students. The more we know initially, the less we get into
trouble,” noted one student. Non-student residents were
also pleased with the effort.

Christmas Day—Municipal

Offices Closed—no refuse collection

LION participants’ enthusiasm helped to make the program  OCSU President Pat Gordon, Borough Manager Tom Fountaine,
the success that it was. According to one participant, “This ~ ad Penn State's Vice President of Student Affairs Damon Sims

program worked well and more than achieved its goals.”

talk with longtime Borough Resident Russ Frank.
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Grants Help Fund Park Projects

Borough parks are some of the most used recreational facilities in the area. Although Centre Region Parks
and Recreation provides the day to day maintenance of the parks such as grass mowing, keeping facilities
clean and insuring that all playgrounds and fields are safe and ready to use, each municipality uses its own
funding sources to buy or repair play equipment and other improvements. The Borough continuously strives
to not only maintain its existing playground equipment but to expand recreational opportunities and try new
and exciting things. Playground and facility replacement and improvements can be very expensive and one
way to help offset the cost is with public and private grants. Over the last several years, the Borough has
been relatively successful in getting this type of assistance. Grants have helped with three different park
projects this year.

A grant was awarded in 2007 by the PA Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) to replace the aging fitness trail in Sunset Park.
The original trail was installed over 30 years ago and was made mostly of
wood structures. It was a “trail” and looped around the perimeter of Sunset
Park. The new fitness trail, completed this summer, is not a trail in the usual
sense but is a circuit located within a mulched pit to improve its visibility as
well as its practicality. The fitness equipment has been separated into two
distinct pits, one for adults and the other for youth. The Borough purchased
the equipment primarily with grant funds and Park and Recreation’s
Conservation Core installed it. The new fitness areas appear to be popular
and well used by youth and adults alike.

A second project made possible through grant funding was the replacement of the play structure in lower
Orchard Park. Installed in 1992, the play structure remains in fairly good shape but does have several
safety deficiencies. A grant from the PA Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) will
facilitate this replacement as well as allow the Borough to try an alternative safety surface. In the past,
certified mulch was used as the soft surface within the play pit. These specialized wood chips have become
increasingly expensive to purchase and haul. Also the woodchips only last one or two seasons before they
have to be replaced. With the grant, the Borough was able to purchase a synthetic material called SofTILE
instead of woodchips. SofTILE is made of rubber-like material, comes in various colors and is long lasting,
eliminating the annual cost for woodchips. The SofTILE and new play equipment are scheduled to be
installed this fall.

The third park project that received grant funding was an Eagle Scout
project to relandscape the bank at the intersection of University Drive and
Walnut Spring Lane (part of Lederer Park). Unfortunately, this visible
location also supports overhead electrical conductors and an underground
high pressure gas line. Because of these utilities, trees in the area have
been removed and shrubs and tall growing weeds have created quite an
eyesore in a very prominent location. Columbia Gas approached the
Borough and suggested that this area be replanted with small native trees,
shrubs and other plants that do not interfere with utilities. Upon their
suggestion, we applied for an Environmental Challenge Grant that their
parent Company, NISource, offered and we were awarded a grant. The
local Columbia Gas office doubled the amount in order to complete the
entire project with Grant funds. An Eagle Scout candidate took the project
on as the requirement for his badge and developed a planting plan,
ordered the plant material and will install the plantings this fall. The grant
funds will allow us to turn this highly visible location into an area of beauty
and an inviting entrance into Lederer Park.

Eagle Scout site project ready for
planting

N

State College \\

i



State College Page 5

Authorities, Boards and Commissions

State College Borough Council encourages everyone who would like
to offer his or her time, talent and expertise to the community to
consider a volunteer position with State College Borough. Each year
more than 80 Borough residents volunteer on various Authorities,
Boards, and Commissions (ABCs). Volunteering for one of our ABCs
is an excellent way for State College residents to offer advice to
Borough Council and Borough Administration on municipal policies
and issues. Here is a list of some of the committees: Community
Development Block Grant Citizens Advisory Committee, Design
Review Board, Board of Health, Historic Resources Commission,
Planning Commission, Transportation Commission, Tree
Commission, Water Authority and Zoning Hearing Board.
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At the end of this year, several positions will be available. If you are ‘l D

interested in shaping the future of State College, we might have an

opportunity for you. Please visit the Borough website at

www.statecollegepa.us and click on the ABC Information button for

current opportunities, information about our ABCs, and how to apply. h___
You can also call the Borough Administration Office (814) 234-7115

for more information.
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The State College Borough Council meetings
and selected work sessions are cablecast on C-NET Channel 7 at the following times:

1st, 2nd, and 3rd Mondays of the Month—Live 7:30 pm
The Monday night meetings will be rebroadcast during the same week at the following times:

Wednesday at 10:00 am
Thursday at 2:00 pm
Friday at 9:00 pm
Saturday at 9:00 am

State College Planning Commission and Transportation Commission meetings are also cablecast on
C-NET Channel 7. Please call C-NET at 238-5031, visit their website at www.centreconnect.org or
watch the C-NET Channel 7 Bulletin Board for complete C-NET schedule information.

Newsworthy:

Top left: Dan Hawbaker and Mayor Bill
Welch sign the new construction recycling
center agreement.

Top right: Children gather for story time at
the Municipal building as part of the National
Week of the Young Child.

Bottom right: Representative Scott Conklin
presents Borough Council with a grant from
DCED for park improvements.
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College Heights
West of Atherton
September 29-Oct 3
October 6-10
October 20-24

November 3-7
November 17-21

Fall Leaf Collection

Crews will begin collecting leaves Monday, September 29 and collect once each week
throughout the Borough until December 19. Leaves are collected in the designated areas
shown below during the dates listed. Leaves should be ready for collection by 7:00 am on

Monday of your scheduled week. Please rake leaves within 5 feet of the curb and do not place

leaves in bags. To avoid creating hazards or clogging of storm inlets please refrain from

blowing or raking leaves into the street. Please make sure that leaves are free of brush, glass,

cans, rocks or other debris, as these items may cause damage to the collection equipment.
Brush is collected separately; please call 234-7135 to schedule brush/bulk collection.

Area 1

Area 2

October 13-17
October 27-31

November 10-14
November 24-28

South of College Ave
East of Atherton
September 20-Oct 3

December 1-5 December 8-12
December 15-19 December 15-19
State College Borough Holiday Refuse Schedule
Monda Tuesda Thursda Frida

: y y Wednesday y y

Holiday Refuse Refuse Refuse Refuse
Bulk/Brush
Day Day Day Day

\Z/Z?e?ans’ Day Regular Regular Bulk & Regular Regular
Tuesday, November 11, 2008 Collection Collection Brush Pick up Collection Collection

Thanksgiving Day Regular Regular Refus%l;/I;ke up Re{:itee((j:ol- Regular
Thursday, November 27, 2008 Collection Collection No Bulk/Brush Wed, Nov 26 Collection

First Day of Deer Season i Regular ReiEE T T Regular Regular
Monday, December 1, 2008 £l e Collection Py Collection Collection

' ' Wed, Dec 3 No Bulk/Brush

Christmas Day Regular Regular Refus%l;/lfke up Re{gifeé:o" Regular
Thursday, December 25, 2008 Collection Collection No Bulk/Brush Wed, Dec 24 Collection

ﬁgevgYear’s Day Regular Regular Refus%l;/I;ke up Re{gzteegol- Regular
Thursday, January 1, 2009 Sl Al No Bulk/Brush Wed, Dec 31 e

Martin Luther King Day Regular Regular Bulk & Regular Regular
Monday, January 19, 2009 Collection Collection Brush Pick up Collection Collection

President’s Day Regular Regular Bulk & Regular Regular
Monday, February 16, 2009 Collection Collection Brush Pick up Collection Collection

R Refuse Make u

Memorial Day Collected Regular Da P Regular Regular

Monday, May 25, 2009 Wed, May Collection N y Collection Collection
27 0 Bulk/Brush

\_
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Electronic Filing Program for Local Earned Income and Net
Profits Tax Returns

In 2007 the tax office introduced to the public its first electronic filing option for the annual Earned
Income and Net Profits Tax Returns. Due to the success of the program, this filing option will be
available for the 2008 tax returns. The program will go live shortly after January 1, 2009.

In December 2008 taxpayers currently listed on the tax rolls will receive in the mail a tax return
preprinted with the website address and their personal identification number (PIN). If a husband and
wife previously filed a combined return, their returns will list two PINs. Please note that there is no fee
for e-filing. Taxpayers with a balance due can use a secure third-party vendor to pay by credit card or
an electronic check. Those that wish to pay at a later time are provided a payment voucher. The third
-party vendor does charge a fee for the use of their service, none of which is paid to the Borough.

Exciting changes that have been made since last year include:

1. A short-form tax return for taxpayers who have a simple filing need. The long-form will only
be needed by taxpayers with more complex filing circumstances.

2. The Borough has purchased and made available public access terminals at the Borough build
-ing for individuals who prefer to use a high-speed connection or would like to have a tax
office staff member observe their entry ensuring that they have filed correctly.

The tax office encourages taxpayers to provide comments and feedback on features they would like to
see offered or ways that their filing experience could be made a better one. Last year's comments,
whenever feasible, have been added to the 2009 filing software. Office hours are 8:00 — 5:00 daily
with evening hours offered during the filing season.

Tax Deadlines

Month

Individual Taxpayers - Dates to Remember

Oct

31% — Final day to pay July 1* State College Area School District Real Estate Tax Statements at face
value

31%— Final day to pay July 1% Supplemental Tax Statements at face value

31 — Earned Income & Net Profits Tax 3" quarter estimated payments due

31% — Self-employed individuals or individuals working in the municipality and not subject to tax
withholding of the Emergency Municipal Services Tax also known as Local Services Tax required to file
an annual EMST/LST tax return and remit tax due

Nov

30" — Third and Final Installment Payment due for taxpayers participating in SCASD payment plan
(current year taxes only)

Dec

31% — Final day to pay Borough and School Real Estate Taxes (February 1%, March 1%, and July 1%
billing dates) before returned to the Centre County Tax Claim Bureau

31% — Recommended last date to file an original homestead application for State College Borough real
estate tax relief. File early since real estate tax notices are printed in February with a due date of
March 1%.  No need to update annually unless the use of your primary residence has changed during
the tax year from resident to commercial or partial commercial. Please note that taxpayers wishing to
apply for the school district homestead exclusion should contact the Centre County Assessment Office
to receive an application and to confirm the annual deadline for the school district.

Jan

31* — Earned Income & Net Profits fourth quarter (prior year) estimated payments due
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PARKING SPACES AVAILABLE TO RENT

The Borough currently has parking spaces available to rent in the
parking garages. The cost ranges from $80 to $95 per month
depending on the garage. There is also a $20 deposit. If you are
interested in renting a parking space, please stop by the Parking
Office at 243 South Allen Street to complete a contract.

Off-Campus Student Union (OCSU)

Greetings from the Off-Campus Student Union! We represent more than 30,000+ off-campus students
to local and university officials. Frequently working in conjunction with the Borough Council, the
Downtown Improvement District, and various on-campus organizations, OCSU is a growing voice in
the student population. OCSU sponsors events and information sessions to facilitate communication
and community between residents and students. Recently, we co-sponsored the LION Program (see
front cover) bringing together University officials, the Borough Council and State College Police as well
as members of the Interfraternity Council and University Park Undergraduate Association.

In addition to providing a crucial link between off-campus
residents and the larger State College community, OCSU also
attempts to foster positive relations between the two. Annual
events like the OCSU/ IFC Holiday Lights Tour are town
favorites which add to the festive spirit of the holiday season.
This year OCSU will be attempting to expand the Holiday Lights
Tour to cater to all residents of State College, not just the
Fraternities. Watch the Borough website event list
(www.statecollegepa.us) for details on this exciting competition
slated to take place in early December. We are encouraging all
residents and students to participate this year with prizes
awarded in different categories.

OCSU is involved in the running of several other events on and off campus such as Borough Forums,
the Housing Fair, and Fire Safety Awareness activities. For more information on any of our upcoming
events or to get involved with Off-Campus Student Union, please see our website at
www.ocsu.psu.edu or contact us via email at offcampus@psu.edu.




