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purpose of the plan

The purpose of the State College Neighborhood plan is
to provide an accurate evaluation of the neighborhoods’
conditions and to develop a series of recommendations that
will guide neighborhood-level planning activities in order to
achieve the following goals:

Goal 1: Analyze neighborhood trends and conditions in such
a way that neighborhood residents, community leaders and
Borough Council can identify an appropriate framework for
future decision making.

Goal 2: Outline adirectionforthe future of the neighborhoods
that represents the needs and desires of current and future
residents and furthers the mission of the Borough’s Strategic
Plan and regional planning goals.

Goal 3: Provide actionable strategies that give guidance
to Borough Council and the boards and commissions when
making decisions regarding growth and development of the
Borough’s neighborhoods.

Goal 4: Identify strategies for improving neighborhood
programs, encouraging and expanding home ownership,
and revitalizing critical neighborhood commercial areas and
public spaces.

Goal 5: Focus oninitiatives for the neighborhoods’s residents

and systems that will lead to socially, economically and
environmentally sustainable neighborhoods.
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how to use these recommendations

The information about the Borough’s neighborhoods is
meant to be informative for residents, community groups
and local elected and appointed officials. Likewise, the
recommendations that have been drafted will be implemented
through initiatives undertaken by both Borough officials as
well as by neighborhood residents. Here are a few tips on
how to use this plan.

borough residents

Residents are encouraged to explore the information about
and priorities for their neighborhood. Learning about what
is currently happening and what the future vision is will help
residents become more engaged in their neighborhood and
more aware of opportunities to make our neighborhoods
more livable places.

Neighborhood residents were asked to share their thoughts on neighborhood
issues and solutions during workshops that took place throughout 2013.



Residents are encouraged to find recommendations they
care about and engage in community initiatives that will
help foster this initiative to implementation. This action
could take the form of becoming a more active member of
the neighborhood association, applying to serve on a State
College board or commission, or simply reach out to lend a
helping hand to a neighbor.

Additionally, residents are encouraged to continue to engage
in the companion Citizen Planning Workbook.  Although
the process for preparing this plan is complete, the task of
monitoring the conditions of our neighborhoods is never
finished. Utilizing these workbook activities will help alert
Borough representatives to changes or issues that should
be responded to as well as help continue to highlight ways
in which the plan’s recommendations can be implemented.

Planning Commission and staff held workshops at churches, schools and other
community facilities within the Borough’s neighborhoods in 2013.

Many of the recommendations in this plan deal with programs
and initiatives that can be led by the Borough’s Neighborhood
Associations. In some instances, the Associations and
their leadership are more equipped to provide outreach
to residents, organize events or observe issues because
they are actively involved in the day-to-day activities of the
neighborhoods.

Engaging the Borough’s neighborhood associations in the
recommendations of this plan will help ensure that they’re
implemented in a way that is meaningful to residents and can
help improve the working relationship among neighborhoods
and Borough officials.

Additionally, neighborhood associations are encouraged to
share upcoming events, successes and other activities with
the community in order to celebrate the positive things that
are being achieved in our neighborhoods.

Borough officials and staff will also use this plan when
setting goals, implementing policies or funding community
improvements.  This plan will help Borough officials focus
on the priorities for our neighborhoods and incorporate
them into strategic planning, work programs, capital and
operational budgeting, and outreach activities. It is also
the goal of this plan to provide the relevant information
needed for local officials to make decisions that will lead to
sustainable neighborhoods. This plan can also provide a
tool for communicating with neighboring municipalities and
working with community organizations when implementing
its recommendations.
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how the document is organized

The remainder of the plan contains information about the
current conditions of the Borough’s neighborhoods and
about this plan’s future vision for them.

The next section, “Current Neighborhood Conditions,” serves
to provide baseline information about what is happeningin the
Borough today. This includes general information about the
Borough, such as existing transportation systems, housing
typologies, existing public facilities and other conditions
affecting all of the Borough’s neighborhoods. This section
then goes on to provide a profile for each neighborhood.
The neighborhoods of the Borough are identified on the
map on the following page. These profiles include a
review of the successes of any prior neighborhood planning
efforts, a brief history of the neighborhood, and an outline of
each neighborhood’s current physical, social and economic
conditions.  Finally, the profiles also outline the results of
the neighborhood meetings.

The “Establishing a Vision” section outlines a series of
recommendationsforimprovingthequalityoflifeintheBorough’s
neighborhoods. The plan’s goals and recommendations
are organized into three themes, which emerged as the
Planning Commission continued discussions with Borough
Residents. These themes relate to Neighborhood Facilities
& Appearance, Renter & Owner Occupied Housing, and
Neighborhood & Community Relations. For each of these
themes, there are 4 goals and a series of recommendations
which will provide guidance for implementing these goals.
These themes and goals can be found beginning on page 20.

The individual recommendations for each goal were crafted
by considering residents’ input that was shared during the
neighborhood planning workshops,.  Additionally, staff
conducted research, held discussions with the Planning
Commission, and evaluated opportunities to coordinate
other planning activities in order to draft an appropriate set

18 2013 STATE COLLEGE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

of recommendations for the neighborhood plan.

Additionally, the planincludes a section which discusses how
to monitor implementation in order to assist the community
in measuring its success and outlining additional priorities.
Finally, there are many resources contained in the appendices
which provide case studies from other communities and
helpful information about resources available for groups to
utilize in this area.

The content of the plan is meant to be organized in a user-
friendly format which allows residents to either review the
plan’s recommendations as a whole or skip to information
specifically related to an individual neighborhood. To assist
with navigating this plan, there are two helpful symbols to
look for.

To find background information and recommendations
specifically related to a particular neighborhood, look foricons
throughout the plan that are coded with that neighborhood’s
representative color and initials, which are shown on the
map at right. For example, each recommendation will
contain a color-coded dot, such as the ones here to indicate
neighborhoods for which that recommendation is a high

priority. @ 00

Likewise, each goal is represented with an icon, which can be
found throughout the plan when referring to actions that can
be achieved to implement that specific goal. These are used
both within the discussion of general recommendations for
all of the Borough’s neighborhoods, as well as each individual
neighborhood’s priorities.
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State College Borough is comprised of 9 neighborhoods,
the Penn State University Main Campus, Downtown State
College, and several other community amenities, such as
the State College Area School District High'School:

This map illustrates State College neighborhoods’ boundaries as they have been defined for the purpose of this neighborhood plan. Each neighborhood is depicted in a color
and with an abbreviation that will be used throughout the plan when referring to information and recommendations specific to an individual neighborhood.
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planning themes & goals

Throughout the early neighborhood planning meetings,
residents shared many thoughts on the Borough’s
neighborhoods’ strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats.  As Planning Commission and Staff analyzed
those thoughts and compared each of the neighborhoods’
input with the others, three major themes emerged. The
Planning Commission and staff understood that a successful
neighborhood plan would, at minimum, need to address the
following issues:

The identification of these three themes helped guide
discussions that took place with residents throughout the rest
of the planning process. These themes have now formed the
organizational structure for the goals and recommendations
of this plan.

An appendix at the end of this plan contains a series of case
studies that highlight initiatives taking place within the State
College area as well as in other communities. These case
studies have been included and are referenced throughout
the plan in order to provide context for the recommendations
as well as help give guidance for the implementation of the
plan’s recommendations.
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The first of these themes is related to the maintenance of
neighborhood facilities and aesthetics. In general, Borough
residents indicated that the diversity of the Borough’s
neighborhoods are a strength as long as they remain stable
and well-maintained. Residents believe that access to parks
and recreation, the proximity of neighborhoods to public
and private amenities as well as the accessibility of most
modes of transportation make the Borough’s neighborhoods
strong and livable. However, residents are concerned that
there is a need to protect and reinvest in the Borough’s
neighborhoods as growth occurs in the Centre Region.  The
following goals will include recommendations that will help
protect and enhance the physical amenities, aesthetics and
accessibility of the Borough’s neighborhoods:

Maintain neighborhood aesthetics, high quality
housing stock and cultural and historic resources

Protect existing neighborhood activity, social and
commercial centers and enhance these facilities
in order to serve residents’ needs

“ - Exploreopportunitiesforincreasingenvironmental
| sustainability of the Borough’s neighborhoods

Address neighborhood-scale transportation
safety and opportunities for expanding multi-
modal systems



The second theme addresses the balance of renter- and
owner-occupied housing in the Borough’s neighborhoods
and the management of lifestyle conflicts associated with
this diversity.  Many residents shared concerns and ideas
related to this theme. For instance, many of the residents
in the Borough’s neighborhood feel that a sustained or
increased level of enforcement for the Borough'’s Ordinances
and policies, particularly those related to rental housing
maintenance, occupancy and noise, is necessary.
Additionally, many residents were interested in ways that the
Borough’s neighborhoods can once again attract families,
young professionals, staff and graduates from the Penn
State. Finally, this theme encompasses concerns about the
affordability of the existing housing stock.

Maintain a high level of service and enforcement
of Borough Ordinances and policies related to
property management, behavior and occupancy

Explore opportunities for creating programs and
partnership for improving the management of
rental housing

Increase  home  ownership in  Borough
neighborhoods and expand programs which
provide assistance for affordable housing

Consider impacts on neighborhood sustainability
as growth occurs in the Centre Region

The final theme includes recommendations for improving
communications within and outside of the Borough. In
general, residents appreciated the opportunity to share their
ideas and concerns with the Planning Commission during the
neighborhood meetings, and expressed interest in increased
opportunities for dialogue about these issues and more
regular updates on issues impacting the neighborhoods.
Additionally, residents are interested in more opportunities
for positive engagements between student and non-student
residents and more involvement on the part of landlords
and realtors in neighborhood activities. Finally, there was
interest in making information more accessible and increasing
communications with other Centre Region municipalities in
order to evaluate the long-term impacts of growth.

Maintain and expand diversity of neighborhoods’
residents and improve relations between student
and non-student neighbors

Improve communications among residents,
neighborhood leaders and Borough officials

Improve communications with neighboring
municipalities in order to monitor the impacts of
new developments on Borough facilities

Market the positive benefits of living in the
Borough’s neighborhoods
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