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COMMON THEMES FROM THE 2015 FOCUS
GROUP MEETINGS

Consensus on the need for more education
Significant interest in expanded electronic notification

Divided opinions on a mechanism for “working off
points”

Nuisance Property System: Individual vs. Property
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KEY TO READING THE DRAFT

NS

charged for each additional mspectmn
required undcr'thls sectlon et e

mspettmn that property shall,be inspec ‘d

cutive

104.2 Inspections. The code official shall make all
of the required inspections, or shall accept reports of
inspection by approved agencies or individuals. All
reports of such inspections shall be in writing and be
certified by a responsible officer of such approved
agency or by the responsible individual. The code
official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as
deemed necessary 1o report upon unusual technical
issucs that arisc, subject. to the approval of the
appointing anthority.

|104.2.1 Rental Housing inspection frequency.

All rental properties shall be inspected at
least once every 36-months. The next

reinspection‘dale:

2 1faproperty fails to reccive a satisfactory
rental housing inspection dmngnny n:gnlll
inspeetion. that property shall be inspected
annually thereafter until such time as the
praparty ias received a satisfactory
msp:v:hun report during three consceutive
annual inspections. The Owner shall be

[ollowing occurs:

4. When a complaint is made and the Code
Official has reasonable cansc Lo believe
that the complaint is valid.

b.  The property becomes a nuisance
property under the provisions of Section
805 or 806 of this code.

¢ Athe request of the owner or rena.

104.2.2 No-show lee.

1. If the owner or person-in charge fails to be
present or provide interior access for an
inspection within ten minutes after the start
time of the scheduled inspection, the owner
shall be considered 2 No Show and subject
to a No Show Fee as defined herein, except
for good canse shown.

v

Follawing the first No Show, the inspection
shall be rescheduled, and the code official
‘shall give notice of the time and date for the
rescheduled inspection. If the GWNER or
PERSON-IN\CHARGE [ails lo be present or
fiils Lo provide interior access for the second
inspection. the OWNER or PERSON-IN-
CHARGE shallbe cansidered a second No
Show and shall be subject to an additional
No Show fee and shall b in violation of this
Chapter,

30 Eachiday that the OWNER of PERSON-IN-
cmms Tails or failsito provide interior

- a scparate violation. 1f the
inspeetion has not been completed within

asa result of the OWNIR or PERSON-
CTARGE nat being present of failing to
provide interior access for a scheduled or
rescheduled inspection, the rental permit
may be sus))mdc\! for a period of’ 180 days,
in-addition to any vther penalties as set forth
Section 106.3 of this Chapler.

104.3 Right of entry. Whire it is nceessary to make
an inspection to enforce the provisions of this cade,
or whenever the code official has reasonable cause to
believe that there exists in a structure or upon a
premises a condition in violarion of this code, the
code official is authorized to enter the structure or
premises al reasonable times o inspect or perform
the duties imposed by this code, subject to applicable
Taws, provided thal if such structure or premises is
occupied the code official shall present eredentials to
the accupant and request cnlry. 1F such sructure or
premises isunoccupied, the code official shall first
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other
person having charge or control of the structure or
premises and request entry. If entry is refused, the
code official shall have recourse to the remedies
provided by law to secure entry.

4 1he followi fon ] betind e
and the alteration

/i hsuua adop is secti if~A” follows the

b
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of Belle




FORMAT

The formatting is not completed and the referenced
standards section has not been updated.




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 3

103.5.1 Housing permits. Housing permits shall be
renewed annually on or before the expiration date of
each year. A housing permit shall become null and
void upon permittee’s failure to submit the required
or proper annual rental housing fee. No reduction
shall be made for fractional yearly permits and no
refunds will be made for fees paid. A late charge of
$3-00 equal to 20% of the permit fee per unpaid unit




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS

PAGE 16 & 17

106.3.4, Unsanitary condition violation. In
addition to the imposition of the penalties herein
described, the code official or health officer is
authorized to issue field fines for unsanitary and
unclean condition violations. Dwelling units or
portions of dweliing units that are deemed
unsanitary or unclean, or hereafter become

unsanitary or unclean because of inadequate

cleaning, or housekeeping, neglect, or otherwise
unsanitary practices, shall be deemed an unsanitary
or unclean condition. The health officer and code
official shall establish, by written regulation, all
unsanitary and unclean conditions and with a fine

of $75.00 per occurrence. Each day that a violation
continues after due notice has been served, in
accordance with the terms and provisions hereof,
shall be deemed a separate offense Any person,

firm, or corporation violating one or more of these
sections is exempt from the notification

requirements set forth in Section 107. Failure'to

pay the fine, in full, to the Centre Regmn Counc1l
of Governments (COG) within 10 days ofi 1ssmmce
will result in legal action maccordance wnth

Section 106.3. All Unsafé Condition: Vtolcmons

can be appealed to thc(Dlrectt)r of Code
Administration thhm 7 c*alendﬁr days of issuance.




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 17

106.3.5, Interior i'urmture violation. In. addition

to the imposition of the penaltmsherem described,
the code official or heaith officer iSauthorized to -
issue field fines for vielations of sectmns 30 .8 and : 
[F] 315.3.1.;}-3\ﬁn¢g 1 0 ¢ shal
be issued for each oceurrence observed Ea)ch day
thata v:olafrvn contmues after due notme has hcen

offense Any per;am\ﬁrm or gbrporatlan v101 ating
one or more qf thesc Sectlons 1s exempt fr@n‘k '

oy

with Section 106. 3i All violations of sections
302.8 and [F] 315.3.1. canJae appealed to the A Y |
Director of Code Admmlstratldn w1th1n 7 calendar
days of issuance. '* y 4




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS
PAGE 19 & 20

302.8 Reserved- Interior furniture. Furniture that
is manufactured and intended exclusively for interior
use including but not limited to sofas, couches,
recliners, chase lounges, upright padded chairs,
mattresses, box springs, or any furniture containing
sufficient padding, and material whether animal,

natural, or manmade that it cannot resist the
10

environmental elements such as weather, insects,
rodents, or varments, or which may be in the opinion
of the code official a fire hazard, shall not be stored,
or left on the lawn, driveway, parking area, or
walkway.

use, or that is properly placed at the curbside for

Exception: That furniture that is immediately in
refuse collection.




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 24

7‘;"394.24 Fire escape mspectlon Fire e,rcapes shall be
| mspected,on a regular basis, notto cxcced 6 years, by
stered glcSIgn professmnal in the
T et sylvama contracted by the

owner-and-atthe owner s cxpense to verify the
—Jability of the structure to adequateiy support the
| appropriate loads as defined by the building code. A
letter stating the su1tab1hty of the structure to
adequately resist Ihc*code-deﬁned loads shall be kept
on ﬁle at the Co_ade éffl(‘.&




CHAPTERS 1—7 & 9 11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 30

| SECTION 1 3 "".»-;__ . | accordance with this code, the owner shall provide
EMERGENCY ACCOMOD ATIONS \ ¥ the fenant with a meal allowance in accordance with
R United States General Services Administration
313.1 Scope. The pmvn,smns of this section apply to (QSA) stated rates for the duration of the period of
rental housing units that have'been declared unfit for, displacement.
human habitation, condemred, or un-safe by the '

Code Official or Health Oﬂ“ cer in accordance with
this code, and in the opinion of the dee Ofﬁaal or
Health Officer the conditions requ { ) 4
declaration were not caused by the tenam or werc not §
within the fenants control to advert. B

313.2 Accommodations. If the dwelling will not be
able to be used for a period of eight hours or more or
that it will not be accessible for any time between the
hours of 11 pm and 7 am local prevailing time the
Code Official or Health Officer may order the owner
or person-in-charge to make accommodations for the
tenants to be housed at alternative location that is
permitted properly under this code solely at the
owners expense and at no expense to the tenant. In
addition, if the accommodations provided do not
provide for cooking and eating facilities in




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS
PAGE 33- & 34

* Occupancy vs. Residency
* Occupant Limit

* Residency Limit




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 33

404.8 Congregate cooking facility inspection. All
food preparation areas in congregate living facilities
that serve or prepare food for 25 or more persons or
residents shall be inspected by the State College
Borough Division of Health and Neighborhood
Services. The frequency of inspection shall not

exceed 12 months, and may be reduced if in the

opinion of the inspector that conditions warrant. The =
State College Borough Division of Health and-""
Nclghborhood Services may charge a fee for thls =
service if adopted by mun1c1pal rmlutlon vy ¥ ©




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 33

404.9 Maximum occupalwy of feneed in exterlor
areas. When a fence is.installed ofi aproperty with a
structure inside the fem‘:e perlmeter or directly

adjacent to the fenced perimeter; that limits the CRress, oo

from the property or limits ingress to the pmpm’ty“
the maximum occ%tpancy inside thefenced in area is_
the same as the maximum occupancyof the afore

mentioned structure. No additional occi:pdnqp above o

or beyond the cﬁccupan limit of the m‘ructure is

allowed. The fence shall include gat,gs or exits that
will allow for safe and proper egress of
in the opinion of the code official, usmg.jthe
requirements of the International Buildit g Code

as a

basis of decision. When the occzgpamc}.zi~ mlt\ of these

areas exceeds 49, all gates or means gf egress st all

open outward and shall‘be mampulated easﬂy ‘,:‘_',tﬁﬁut}: |

special knowledgc

occupants i

When a fence is mslallcd on a property wnhout a
structure inside the fencc p;nmcter or directly A
adjacent to the fenced pcrlmeter that limits the egrcss
from the property or limits ingfess to'the property,
the maximum occupancy inside the fcnccd in arca
shall be established using the Imemallonal Bunldmg
Code as a basis of calculation. Thefence shall
include gates or exits that will allow forsafe and
proper egress of all occupants in the opinion of the«.
code official, using the requirements of the
Intemational Building Code as a basis of decision.
When the occupancy limit of these areas exceeds 49,
all gates or means of egress shall open outward and
shall be manipulated easily without special
knowledge.

If the fence obstructs the visibility of the street
address for the property, the street address shall be
placed on the exterior of the fence in a conspicuous
location that is visible from the street and meets the
requirements of this code.




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 33

If the fence obstructs the visibility or access to any
fire department connection, access needs to be
provided in close proximity to the fire department
connection. The access point shall be signed on the
exterior of the fence in a conspicuous location that is
visible from the street and meets the requirements of
this code.

If the property owner wishes to increase the
occupancy limit for these areas, a detailed proposed
| configuration and proposcd occupancy limit shall be
: "sﬁbm\ttqd in writing a minimum of 15 working days
to the code oﬁicgal for consideration.

'

A\ A N

Y . }
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CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS
PAGE 38 & 39

506.3 Gl:ease mterceptors Wher-e—tt—hes—beea-

When the grease interceptor is cleaned, no grease
shall be flushed or pass into the building drainage
system, the public sewer, or the private sewage
disposal system or municipal storm sewer.

A material data sheet (SDS) shall be submitted to the
municipal engineer for any product used in cleaning
the grease interceptor.

nufaéturer s installation mshuctions Grease
| Lors and automatlc grease rernaval devices

or haza;:deus’m the bu1ldmg dramage system, the
| public sewer, the private sewage disposal system or
the sewage treatment p.lant or processes. The
cleaning process shall b;: completed by an approved
third-party cleanmg company on an annual basis. If
the code oﬁicral or “health q}jﬁcer determmes based on

‘ e g
. performmg adsquately, the code official or health
oﬂice;e may order that the grease interceptor be
cleaned at any time or that the cleaning frequency be
increased going forward.




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS
PAGE 38 & 39

At the time of cleaning, the grease interceptor shall All records of ma;ntcna_nce c]eanmg and repalrs Sha]]

tag shall at a minimum contain the following
information:

be marked Wlith an inspection taghs,“PPli‘;ﬁ bﬁ’ the be available for inspection by the code officialor 4
SHd DTy € aiilic sompaty. THES e Sl et health officer and shall be maintained far a rmmrnum
on the grease interceptor until the next cleaning. The of 5 years. 3if i

1. Name of the third-party cleaning company

2. The business address of the third-party
cleaning company

3. A valid telephone number for the third-party
cleaning company

4. The name of the facility being cleaned

5. The address of the facility bcmgcieaned

6. The date of the cleaning. =

7. The name of the techmman domg the
cleaning

8. The signature of t the cleamug techmcnan

9. Notation if there were any problems with the
equ1pment ﬁbserved '''' at'the time of cleanmg p—




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 43

607.2 Hood systems. Hood systems shall be... %
maintained in accordance with this code; the ; ?E? gu(;frfzgsﬂ;g(;‘rel;rz ‘:ﬁiﬁ;ﬂ%_gﬁgmy
manufacturer’s installation instrugtions, and NFPA ’ _
96. Hood systems shall be regu]arly Semced and cleaning company i
cleaned to prevent the accutiulation-of oil, grease, 3. A valid telephong number fer thc third-party
and other harmful, combustible or flammable cleaning company
substances. The cleaning process shall be complet 4. The name of the facnl}ty bemg cleaned -
by an approved third-party cleaning company on a 5. The address of the facility’ bcmg cIeaned
basis not to exceedihat stated in NFPA 96.. If the' 6. The date of the cleaning -
7. The name of the technician domg the

: cleaning

A 8. The signature of the cleaning technician
code official ot heah‘h' ‘f?e” oy order that the e 9. Notation if there were any problems with the
system be cleaned at any time or that the CIF‘«““‘“?% equipment observed at the time of cleaning

frequency be reduced going forward

All records of maintenance, cleaning and repairs shall
be available for inspection by the code official or
health officer and shall be maintained for a minimum
of 5 years.

At the time of cleaning, the hood ,system S all_be
marked with an inspection tag supplled_by"the thirg
party cleaning company. This tag shall remain on'
hood system until the next cle aning. The tag shalll
a minimum contam the followmg information:




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 51

704.10 Fire alarm monitoring. Existing fire alarm
systems that were installed prior to the enactment of
the Uniform Construction Code of Pennsylvania, that
are not supervised to notify the fire department
without delay must be indicated as a Local Alarm,
and have a sign that instructs occupants to call 9-1-1
to report the fire alarm. Systems installed after the
enactment of the Uniform Construction Code of
Pennsylvania must remain supervised and may not
d""fay ‘the notification to the fire department unless
@groved in W‘l:tl;lng by the code official.
'Modlﬁcatlons and repalrs of fire alarm monitoring
systems that’ mvnly; the replacement of the
| FACP/FACU (fire alarm control panel/fire alarm
" ctmtrol unit) are requured‘to momtorfelectromcally
| supervise in accordancewith requlrements of the
,.Unlform Constructlon Code of Permsylvama




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS

PAGE 54 & 95

_tf;'f " SECTION 714
“" OPEN FLAME COOKING DEVICES

714.1 Open-flame cooking devices. Charcoal
burners and other open-flame cooking devices shall
not be operated on combustible balconies or within
10 feet (3048 mm) of combustible construction.

Exceptions: Where buildings, balconies and decks
are protected by an automatic sprinider system.

7.14.2 L-P Gas containers. Under no circumstances
shall any LP-gas container or compresses gas fuel

cylinder with a water capacity greater than 2-1/2
pounds [nominal 1 pound (0.454 kg) LP-gas
capacity] be used on any balcony or deck or area that
does not have a direct means of egress that does not
require entry to a structure nor in areas covered by a
roof or partially enclosed area no matter what the
construction type.




CHAPTERS 1-7 & 9-11 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 70

902.3 Permit required. Section [F]315.3.1 is
amended to reads as follows:

[F] 315.3.1 Storage beneath overhead
projections from buildings. Uslessprotected-by
autam_ati’s SF“*;HE” m!altallesl H.Hdg.! iy

sserhmes-The ou’tdoor storage, display and

handling of combustible materials including but
not limited to overstuffed furniture, inthese-areas

under eaves, canopies, porches, or other projections
or overhangs is prohibited.




CHAPTER 8 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 56

Tourist homes aud bed and breaigfasts are refqulred to
obtain a rental lmusmg permu in accordance with this
section prior to occupancy regardless of duration of
stay unless orlgmally permitted as a R ] unfder the
Uniform Const;uctlon Code of Pennsylvama or 1s )
predecessor cades at the time of cansl:ructlon or i
change of occupancy. These srrucrurex?:faﬂ obtam a
fire safety prog;‘am llccnse in acx:ordance Wlth I
Chapter 7 of thts cade y | ‘




CHAPTER 8 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 56

802.1.1 Occupancy prior to permit issuance.
Occupancy of any rental property prior to permit
issuance is a violation of this code. In addition
to the imposition of the penalties herein
described, the code official is authorized to issue
field fines of $300 per day. Each day that a
violation continues after due notice has been
served, in accordance with the terms and
provisions hereof, shall be deemed a separate
offense. Any person, firm, or corporation
violating this section is exempt from the

3]
hOy

notification requirements set forth in Section
107. Failure to pay the fine, in full, to the Centre
Region Council of Governments (COG) within
10 days of issuance will result in legal action in
accordance with Section 106.3. Violations of
this section can be appealed to the Director of

|- Code Administration within 7 calendar days of




CHAPTER 8 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 56

802‘2 Per’mit apphcatl,on Applications for permits
shall be madp to the Centre Region Code

’-‘«

- Administration Oﬁﬁce on fol'ms furnished by said
ofﬁce P 3

" 802.2 1 Floor plan. Allpennlt application shall be
accompamed by a floor plan of tl'te proposed rental
§p:ace 1nc1udmg plan dlmensmns

"‘

At the time of permit renewal the Person-in-Charge
information shall be updated by the property owner
Or person-in-charge.




CHAPTER 8 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 57

8
i

802.8.3 E-Mail address. A Valld €- mall address
shall be provided to the £
Centre Region Code Administration in accon’ame
with section 802.8. The e-mail address shall be
considered an emergency contact and response to
an e-mail left at this address by a staff member of
the Centre Region Code Administration Bereush

efState-Colese municipality or tenant shall be

responded to within 3 hours.




CHAPTER 8 KEY REVISIONS PAGE 57 & 58

New Tenant notification information
* Max occupancy

 Max Residency

* Contact information

* Ordinance and code information

* Scheduled inspection information
* Roof occupancy information

* Unsanitary information




CHAPTER 8 KEY REVISIONS

» Clarification of suspension time
* Consent agreements have the ability to recoup costs
* Corrective action plan modifications

» Student home license updates and incorporation
* Updating assighment of penalties/points










