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STATE COLLEGE AUTHORITIES BOARD
Meeting as the State College Sewer Authority

June 15, 2005
The State College Authorities Board met as the Sewer Authority on Wednesday, June 15, 2005, in Room 321 of the State College Municipal Building, 243 South Allen Street, State College, PA.  Chair Buss called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

Present:
Edward G. Buss



John B. Nesbitt




Gerald B. M. Stein




Robert P. Weaver


Absent:
Robert E. Malcom

Also in attendance were: Thomas J. Fountaine, Borough Manager; Mark A. Whitfield, Director of Public Works, Amy J. Story, Borough Engineer; and Cynthia S. Hanscom, Recording Secretary.
Approval of Minutes.  Mr. Nesbitt moved and Mr. Stein seconded a motion to approve the minutes of August 31, 2005.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Public Hour.  Mr. Buss called for comment on items not included on the prepared agenda; there being none, he proceeded with the first item.
Resolution to Change Sewer Tapping Fees.
Mr. Fountaine noted this Board was acting as the Sewer Authority to address the sewer tapping fee. The Borough must take action to satisfy a requirement of the Department of Environmental Protection by June 30.  Borough Council will then ratify the decision made by this authority at a future meeting.

Ms. Story explained Act 57 of 2003 included legislation requiring the Borough to look at non-residential uses differently than residential uses when considering sewer connection fees.  Sewer tapping fees for non-residential uses, such as a restaurant or movie theater, need to based upon the projected gallons per day flow of the proposed use.  In January, the Borough revised its tapping fee for residential uses to be based on gallons per day.  To comply with Act 57, changes to on-residential flows must be adopted by resolution before June 30, 2005.  Ms. Story distributed a revised resolution listing the fees for both residential and non-residential uses, as listed below:

	Tapping Fee Components

	
	Capacity Component
	Collection Component
	
	Treatment Expansion
	

	
	Borough
	Total Borough

Fee
	UAJA
	Total Tapping

Fee

	Residential*
	$1,368.00 per connection
	$1,207.00 per connection
	$2,575.00 per connection
	$3,415.00 per connection
	$5,990.00 per connection

	Non-Residential**
	$6.61/GPD
	$5.83/GPD
	$12.44/GPD
	$14.65/GPD
	$27.09/GPD


Ms. Story indicated the revised fee schedule provides for a fairer fee schedule to distribute the costs.
Mr. Nesbitt noted the flow is only an estimate made by the developer.  He asked how it would be addressed if the flow is higher than projected.  Ms. Story explained the Borough has the right to reassess the flow and place an additional charge on the developer; therefore, it will be important for architects and developers to provide an honest estimate.  Mr. Buss suggested some kind of tickler file be used to go back within a year to reassess the flow.  Mr. Whitfield indicated there was a monitoring method with the Water Authority.  Ms. Story noted the Borough will be responsible for tracking when the tapping fee is paid and will be able to set up a system to go back and determine if the estimated flow is according to that provided by the developer.

Mr. Buss noted the ratio on charges applied by the UAJA for the treatment for residential versus non-residential was not equal.  Ms. Story indicated the fees charged by the UAJA were pass-through fees that are forwarded to the developer.  Mr. Buss suggested the UAJA be contacted to ask why the ratio was higher in one classification.
Mr. Whitfield noted that there was also a change in how some residential uses were review.  Previously, if a property owner converted an area of their home to a small apartment, they were charge one equivalent dwelling unit (edu).  The Zoning Officer has indicated the unfairness of this because the home is limited to three unrelated regardless of the additional apartment.  Since the number of residents has not changed, the edu should not change.  With the change, conversions of this sort are no longer charged an additional fee and are exempted.
Mr. Nesbitt moved to approve the resolution.  Mr. Stein seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0-0 vote.

The resolution was signed by Chair Buss and made a part of these minutes.

There being no other business to come before the Authority, the meeting was duly adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 






Respectfully submitted,







____________________________________







Cynthia S. Hanscom






Assistant Borough Secretary
