
State College Borough Council 
Work Session 

January 12, 2004 
 
The State College Borough Council met in a work session on Monday, January 12, 2004, 
in the State College Municipal Building’s Council Chambers, 243 South Allen Street, 
State College, PA.  Mr. Daubert called the meeting to order at 7:31p.m. 
 
Present:  Thomas E. Daubert, President  

Catherine G. Dauler 
   Elizabeth A. Goreham  

Craig R. Humphrey 
   Jeffrey Kern  

Janet K. Knauer 
   James H. Meyer 
 
Also present:  Thomas J. Fountaine, Borough Manager, Ronald Davis, Assistant Borough 
Manager, Michele Nicolas, Human Resource Director; Michael Groff, Finance Director; 
Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Carl R. Hess, Director of Planning/Community 
Development; Mark A. Whitfield, Director of Public Works; Amy J. Story, Borough 
Engineer; Amy R. Miller, Recording Secretary; members of the media; and other 
interested observers. 
 
Public Hour.  There were no comments from the public. 
 
Sewer Fee Increase 
 
The first item was a proposal to increase sewer fees.  Mr.  Fountaine said the increase 
was primarily due to the loss of approximately $750,000.00 in Act 339 money.  He noted 
that the new rate was previously discussed, but staff did not believe the increase would be 
implemented so quickly.   
 
Ms. Goreham inquired whether the money from the rate increase would cover the 
Borough’s losses.  Mr. Whitfield replied the new rate would keep the Borough level.   
 
Ms. Knauer stated that, if there were no alternatives, the rates must be increased. Mr. 
Fountaine told Council he will make sure someone from UAJA attends the regular 
meeting where this will be considered. 
 
Sewer Tapping Fee Increase 
 
Mr. Fountaine also noted that UAJA voted to increase their tapping fee from $2,500.00 to 
$3,162.00 per equivalent dwelling unit.  Under an agreement with UAJA, the Borough 
collects the tapping fee for UAJA for any projects which will produce an increase in 
sewage flow. 
 
Mr. Mark Glenn, PE of Gwin, Dobson & Foreman has been assisting staff in evaluating 
the Borough’s tapping fee.  He indicated that the Borough lost a lot of money by 
subsidizing tap-in fees.  Mr. Kern suggested the Borough increase the tapping fee 
immediately.  Ms. Story said approval from DEP usually takes about 4 weeks.    
 
Ms. Dauler thought these steps were too drastic and suggested the increase be phased in 
over a 3 year period.  Mr. Meyer felt that people should pay what they owe. Ms. Dauler 
thought that this might encourage people to avoid codes completely.   
 
Authority for Determining Tapping Fees and Establishing an Appeals Process  
 
In addition to the tapping fee increases, Mr. Fountaine said staff is recommending the 
sewer ordinance be amended to assign the responsibility for determining unclassified 
tapping fees to the Director of Public Works.  A second amendment would establish a 
process to appeal determinations made by him.  The amendment would allow an appeal 
to the Manager and to Council. 



Permit, Reinspection, and Line Replacement Fees 
 
Mr. Whitfield said the existing fee does not cover the cost of completing the necessary 
paperwork, reviewing plans or inspections.  He recommended the fee be increased from 
$50.00 to $100.00 to cover staff time.  
 
Communications Service Desk  
 
Chief King distributed data from a trial period of maintaining after hours reception 
services.  Mr. Meyer stated that the results do show that this position is needed but asked 
if this was the time to hire a new person; the Borough is already hundreds of thousands 
dollars short in the budget.  Mr. Kern said a lot more people would utilize the service if 
they knew the office was open, but agreed with Mr. Meyer that this would be a good 
place to start making cuts.   
 
Mr. Daubert suggested this position serve as a general reception area where all questions 
related to the Borough could be answered.     
 
Mr. Meyer asked if part time people could be hired for this.  Ms. Nicolas replied that the 
Borough would not offer benefits to part-time employees.   
 
Mr. Fountaine indicated that staff is currently looking at restructuring with less staff.  If a 
staff member quits, is fired, or retires, their workload would be evaluated before filling 
the position.   
 
Items of Information 
 
Mr. Daubert discussed the invitations Council receives from the Chamber of Business 
and Industry of Centre County (CBICC).  He thought it was a good idea to have marginal 
participation at these events because it would be a time to reach out and network in the 
community.  He urged members to cover their own costs for attending.   
 
Mr. Daubert wanted to discuss the following items at future work sessions:   

1. Continued meetings to evaluate finances throughout the year to eliminate lengthy 
discussions in November. 

2. How the Police Department sets priorities (example:  deciding to patrol vs. speed 
limit enforcement).   

3.   Inspections for over-occupancy issues.   
 

Mr. Fountaine informed Council that he asked the Health Department to delay the 
installation of ‘hotel’ type signs on doors of rental units.  The question is whether a sign 
should be installed in all rental units; residents in a permanent rental might not want to 
see a ‘hotel’ type sign.   
 
Ms. Dauler presented some literature she obtained in Boulder, Colorado.  The 
information is given to new student renters and Ms. Dauler thought it might be a good 
idea if State College developed a similar packet.  Mr. Fountaine said discussions were 
already in the works with the Borough’s Information Systems (IS) office and the 
University’s IS office regarding the possibility of sending information to students via 
email spam.   
 
Mr. Meyer asked where the Borough stood on the new parking garage project.  Mr. 
Whitfield indicated that requests for proposals were announced.  After receiving bids, 
staff will review them and give their recommendation to Council. 
 
Ms. Knauer presented information on the Elm Street Act (HB 500).  This act would make 
funds available through the Department of Community and Economic Development 
(DCED) for establishing neighborhoods near a Main Street Program or in proximity to an 
existing commercial district.  She said Act 1-A of 2003 already budgeted $5 million to 
fund this program.   
 



The other item Ms. Knauer discussed was House Bill 2129, the Local Tax-Exempt 
Property Grant Act, and stated the bill has been around for several years and is well 
worth supporting.  It was suggested that Mr. Fountaine write a letter of support.  Mr. 
Fountaine urged Council members to also write to local representatives about these 
issues.  Opinions coming from an elected official mean more and they would be 
reminded as to how important these Bills are. 
 
Ms. Goreham reported that the COG Transportation Committee’s agenda includes a 
discussion of the relocation of the bus terminal.  She suggested that this was a Borough 
issue.  Mr. Kern said COG, as well as university officials, are concerned about the bus 
terminal and its proximity to users.  Mr. Fountaine said the university hired a consultant 
to study where the terminal should be relocated and they would like to move ahead with 
the study.  Ms. Goreham thought the terminal should be relocated to an area that is 
convenient and in a central location.  Mr. Fountaine explained that COG is involved 
because the terminal will be used as a regional transit terminal.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm. 
 
      Respectfully submitted by: 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Barbara J. Natalie 
      Assistant Borough Secretary 


