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The State College Borough Council met in a work session on Friday, April 23, 2004, in 
the State College Municipal Building’s Council Chambers, 243 South Allen Street, State 
College, PA.  Mr. Daubert called the meeting to order at 12:04 p.m. 
 
Present:  Bill Welch, Mayor 

Thomas E. Daubert, President  
Catherine G. Dauler 

   Elizabeth A. Goreham  
Craig R. Humphrey  
Jeffrey R. Kern 
Janet K. Knauer 

 
Absent   James H. Meyer 
 
Also present:  Ronald A. Davis, Assistant Borough Manager, Michael Groff, Finance 
Director; Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Herman L. Slaybaugh, Planner/Zoning 
Officer; Mark A. Whitfield, Director of Public Works; Cynthia S. Hanscom, Recording 
Secretary; members of the media; and other interested observers. 
 
Public Hour.  There were no comments from the public. 
 
State College Rotary Club Centennial Project 
 
Jack Rozelle, member of the State College Rotary Club, presented a layout of the 
children’s space proposed for Central Parklet.  He explained the project was being 
proposed as part of their 100th year centennial celebration.  The project will cost 
approximately $50,000.  The two Rotary clubs, the evening club and the downtown club, 
will be responsible for raising $25,000.  The proposal was to construct a linear climbing 
wall, a water feature, and a kid-sized town.  The town would be small buildings with 
store fronts and mail boxes.   
 
Mr. Rozelle asked Council for permission to place a temporary sign in Central Parklet.  
The sign would include a drawing of the proposed project and contact information with 
the Rotary logo.  Mr. Rozelle said he had met with Phil Walz to determine an appropriate 
location for the sign.  Once the project begins, Mr. Rozelle hoped the temporary sign 
could be used for safety posters that would be required during construction.  Council 
discussed the temporary sign and agreed it would not be an issue. 
 
Mr. Rozelle also requested permission to have bricks installed in the village area.  The 
bricks could be sold to raise money for the park improvements.  The concept was to have 
children’s name printed on the bricks.  Last names would not be used.  The question on 
whether or not brick was an appropriate play surface was raised.  Mr. Rozelle noted there 
were several pathways through the village area that could be paved with bricks. 
 
Ms. Goreham commented that the bricks were “another step down the path of 
merchandising everything.”  She did not agree that “tattoos” should be placed all over the 
park.  Ms. Dauler disagreed, interjecting that this was being done to raise funds in many 
places throughout the country.  Mr. Whitfield added that he had talked to Dan Jones, the 
landscape architect for the project, and they determined that there could be 1,000 bricks 
used in the pathways; not every brick had to be stamped. 
 
Mr. Rozelle’s third request was permission to place an information table in front of the 
municipal building on popular weekends over the summer. This would not be included 
for the arts festival weekend; however, he was hoping to work with the Downtown State 
College and piggy back on their weekend events.  He noted that many of the Rotarians in 
the downtown club were older and not able to volunteer for fund raising, such as food 
sales.  These Rotarians would be able to raise funds by manning a table in front of the 
municipal building.  Council saw no problems with this request. 



 
Amendment to Borough Charter 
 
Mr. Davis indicated that Kimberly Roth, Galen Foulke, Shawn Gordon and Mark Taicchi 
from the Off Campus Student Union (OCSU) were planning to attend this meeting to 
discuss a change to Section 402 of the Borough’s charter regarding the process of 
electing Council members and the Mayor.  The proposal is to elect the mayor and two 
members of Council at large but elect five other members from voting wards.  Census 
statistics were used to break down the voting age population between 18 and 24 in the 
different wards.  Three of the five wards would have 80 percent of the voting population 
between 18 and 24, he added.   
 
Mr. Daubert noted that members from the OCSU had failed to attend.  Council agreed 
they had no interest in pursuing this further. 
 
ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
 
ABC Dinner Debriefing 
 
Mr. Daubert asked if Council received comments about the ABC Dinner held on April 
21.  Ms. Knauer indicated she had received two comments: one was that it was too short, 
the other that the presentations seemed rushed.  Mr. Welch noted the Borough’s dinner is 
leisurely compared to the Patton Township’s dinner, which is usually a buffet.  Mr. 
Welch suggested that, when each ABC is asked to stand, those members in attendance 
should be announced.  
 
University/Borough Liaison Meeting 
 
Mr. Daubert reminded Council that there would be a University/Borough liaison meeting 
on April 27.  Subjects proposed to be discussed are: 
 

1. Smith Property/Bus Terminal Update 
2. Update on Greek Summit 
3. Off Campus Student Union 
4. Borough State Legislative Priorities 
5. Safety/Police Cooperative Efforts 

 
Ms. Dauler asked the house parents issue be discussed as part of the Greek Summit 
update.  Council members added the following items: 
 
 6. Cooperative Housing Efforts as defined in the Downtown Vision Plan 
 7. Possible Changes in the Loop 

8. West Park Avenue Reconstruction  (Mr. Whitfield noted that the 
University has indicated that they do not want to participate.) 

 
Council wanted to ask the University what they do when housing bequests are made to 
the University.  Mr. Daubert noted that specifically, the University should understand the 
Borough’s stance on local tax reform and service fees.  It was also suggested that the 
local taxation of alcohol be discussed. 
 
PLCM Meeting 
 
Mr. Daubert distributed and reviewed a list of expenditures for the Pennsylvania League 
of Cities and Municipalities (PLCM) Conference in June.   
 
Mr. Kern opposed paying for the alcohol ($1,200).  Mr. Goreham agreed that the 
Borough should not be paying for the alcohol.  Ms. Knauer agreed, commenting that this 
Council has taken a strong stance against the abuse of alcohol.  A suggestion was made to 
have a cash bar, but it was noted that the Mount Nittany Club, which is where the host 
dinner was being held, did not have a liquor license and could not, therefore, sell alcohol. 
 



Mr. Welch noted the conference is a state-wide event that is funded by the municipalities.  
He did not believe that local municipalities should bear the cost of the event, but it has 
been the case for many years.  Mr. Daubert said those attending the conference bring 
money into the community; if they like what they see, they visit again.  Ms. Dauler 
commented the reality is that the Borough cannot make a statement at this point.  When 
the contract was signed, the Borough agreed to provide food and drink for a host event.   
 
Mr. Daubert indicated $14,000 in funding has been pledged for this event, none of which 
has been designated for any specific expense.  Ms. Knauer suggested the Tavern 
Association be approached to provide the $1,200 needed for alcohol.   
 
Mr. Kern believed the $3,000 budgeted for the room gift bags was an unnecessary 
expense. Mr. Welch agreed.   
 
Report from Downtown Improvement District Board 
 
Ms. Dauler reported on the activities of the Downtown Improvement District, including 
the work on the cinema project, shuttle service from local hotels to the downtown, the 
summer concert series, downtown safety enhancement program, and coordination with 
Schlow Memorial Library on the discovery series.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted by: 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Barbara J. Natalie 
      Assistant Borough Secretary 


