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April 30, 2004 

 
The State College Borough Council met in a work session on Friday, April 30, 2004, in 
the State College Municipal Building’s Council Chambers, 243 South Allen Street, State 
College, PA.  Mr. Daubert called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 
 
Present:  Thomas E. Daubert , President 

Catherine G. Dauler 
   Elizabeth A. Goreham 
   Craig R. Humphrey 
   Janet K. Knauer 
   James H. Meyer 
 
Absent:  Jeffrey R. Kern 
 
Also present:  Thomas J. Fountaine, Borough Manager; Ronald A. Davis, Assistant 
Borough Manager; Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Carl Hess, Director of Planning; 
Michele Nicolas, Personnel Director; Mark Whitfield, Director of Public Works; Terry J. 
Williams; Borough Solicitor; Michael S. Groff, Finance Director; Amy J. Story, Borough 
Engineer; Amy R. Miller, Recording Secretary; members of the media and other 
interested observers. 
 
Public Hour.  There were no comments from the public. 
 
Off-Campus Student Union (OCSU) Members Addressed Council With Their Plans 
for Upcoming Year.    

 
Ms. Kristen Kofmehl, 210 W. College Avenue Apt. 4, President, OCSU, announced the 
OCSU received provisional status and is now considered an official organization.  Ms. 
Kofmehl distributed information to Council that included a list of the executive members, 
an organizational chart and a first draft of the OCSU goals.  Ms. Kofmehl briefly 
highlighted the goals.  Mr. Adam Feedgood, Executive Vice President of OCSU, stated 
OCSU wants to establish an award for outstanding landlords for their excellence with 
their rental properties.  Ms. Kofmehl continued that OCSU would also like to establish a 
news wire for off-campus renters as well as a positive campaign to promote positive 
behaviors.  Another goal of OCSU is to partner with the Undergraduate Student 
Government’s (USG) escort program and revamp the lighted campus maps.  The general 
goal of OCSU is to serve as an advocacy/intermediary group between the students, the 
Borough and the University.  Ms. Kofmehl also wanted to assure Council that during the 
summer any matters that come up will be taken care of by someone.   
 
Mr. Daubert said he was pleased to hear that the Downtown Improvement District agreed 
to provide meeting space for OCSU.   
 
Ms. Knauer commented on the OCSU’s housing goals and asked if they provide housing 
information sessions.  She also wanted to know if there is a mediation session between 
tenants and landlords before suits are filed.  Ms. Knauer stated that tenants usually do not 
have enough information about what can be done before situations deteriorate with their 
living conditions.  Ms. Kofmehl replied OCSU tries to give student tenants as much 
information as possible regarding their rights.   
 
Mr. Humphrey asked if there are lower classmen in the OCSU because when students 
graduate the OCSU needs to continue.  Ms. Kofmehl replied that she is looking into 
addressing the freshman in a venue this fall they become aware of OCSU early on. 

 
Status Of West Park Avenue.     
 
Residents of the West College Heights neighborhood were notified of discussions at this 
work session and several residents were in attendance.  Mr. Whitefield said West Park 
Avenue has been discussed for over a year now but he recently met with the College 



Heights neighborhood association because the street has deteriorated to the point of 
causing damage to Borough equipment.  The street was never ordained but it has been 
used by the public for over 21 years.  The question is who will pay for improvements to 
the street.  Street upkeep is needed for access by emergency and public service vehicles.  
There are three options for the street: (1) do nothing; (2) construct as a street; and (3) 
construct as an alley or lane.  Each option has its consequences if nothing is done.    If 
nothing is done the Borough will discontinue snow blowing and all other street 
maintenance.  If constructed as a street, the property owners surrender right of way to the 
Borough.  If constructed as an alley, the street remains private and the property owners 
sign an agreement with the Borough for snow plowing and tree maintenance, but the 
Borough would discontinue sign maintenance and parking enforcement. 
 
Mr. Ken Grey, 325 W. Park Avenue, addressed Council on behalf of the residents and 
expressed sincere appreciation to Council and specifically Mark Whitfield for his 
continued support of the street.  The residents want the road ordained as a street while 
maintaining the historical aspect and not construct curbs and have minimal removal of 
trees.  The residents asked Council to reach a resolution to this matter promptly.  
Presently West Park Avenue is in the worse condition ever.  People drive on sidewalks 
and the bike path to avoid the holes and damaging their vehicles.  Mr. Grey explained the 
street is one of only two safe access roads to the West College Heights and hoped 
Borough staff would be gracious enough to fill the potholes again.   
 
Ms. Suzanne Cheesebrough, 511 Fairway Road, stated she believes the construction of 
the four homes at the bottom of the street contributed to its deterioration because the road 
was not built to withstand the numerous construction trucks and stone haulers. Mr. Meyer 
said because the new homes have no property along the right-of-way the homeowners 
cannot be assessed for taxes.  Mr. Daubert asked staff to provide a map for Council to 
review the front footage for each property.  Mr. Whitfield said he could provide the map 
and stated the general rule is to start assessment with the front footage.   
 
Ms. Knauer expressed her concern as to how the Borough would recoup the costs if they 
front the cost for repair.  She also said if the Borough had to wait until a property sells, it 
could take many years.  Mr. Williams said a time limit could be set.   
 
Ms. Goreham asked if a deadline of October 2005 to complete the street was realistic.  
Mr. Whitfield said the Borough would have to come to an agreement with the property 
owners, then Mr. Williams would prepare the necessary papers, and then an engineering 
firm would draw up plans.  Mr. Daubert asked Council to consider fixing the holes in the 
street temporarily and continue discussions at a June work session.  He also felt he could 
not vote on this issue unless he saw a map of property front footages.  Mr. Fountaine said 
if Council recommends proceeding with the construction of the street to alley standards, 
he recommends preparing the necessary documents for approval on May 10 and 
maintenance of the potholes will be done in the meantime. 
 
Review Of The First Quarter’s Financial Report Of 2004. 

 
The standard financial report for the first quarter of 2004 was distributed to Council prior 
to the work session as well as the information staff summarized.  Mr. Groff explained the 
Finance Department summarized the information comparing numbers from last year at 
this time in the calendar year.  He also stated it is very difficult to project what will be 
spent during the rest of the year based upon the amount spent during the first quarter.   
 
He first spoke of the general fund tax revenue.  The revenue from the real estate tax and 
the earned income tax are ahead of last years figures.  We have seen about a 16 percent 
increase in the real estate tax rate because of the millage increase.  The revenue is about 
25 percent ahead of last year although there is not a lot of revenue in to date.  The 
revenue will increase because 75-80 percent of taxes are usually paid before the discount 
period ends, which is today.   There is significant decline in the real estate transfer tax 
which is down about 31 percent or about $40,000.   
 
Mr. Groff also stated there is a slight decline (less than $10,000) from business privilege 
revenue but tax returns are not due until May 15.  Revenue from fines and costs is also 



down with about a 35 percent in decline from criminal codes.  One reason for this may be 
in January of this year State College Borough was broken into two different magisterial 
districts.  There is always a lack of time when the fine is given and then paid.  Chief King 
said statistics were up and we should receive more money from fines, but we’re not 
seeing revenue from District Justice Grine.  Staff believes that over the year’s time it will 
even out between the justices.     
 
Mr. Groff moved ahead to the general fund expenditures.  There are no items too 
alarming.  Expenditures are higher in the Police Department and lower in the Planning 
and Health Departments due to some employment vacancies.  Back pay of about $40,000 
was paid to police which was one reason expenditures were higher.   
 
Mr. Fountaine stated that once the budget is done for 2004 it cannot be cut.  He added 
that Charter states once the budget is approved, the budget can only be reopened the year 
after an election.  Ms. Knauer inquired if there is a public works project that Council does 
not want completed can Council turn down the project.  Mr. Fountaine replied the project 
could be delayed but explained the budget cannot be amended legally after it has been 
approved.  In addition, he said if there are projects Council does not want completed; it 
should be said in November during the budget planning.   

 
Changes Suggested By The Code Enforcement Staff For Adopting The 2003 ICC 
International Property Maintenance And Fire Codes. 

 
The Code Administration Department is hoping to have all of the Centre Region 
municipalities adopt the 2003 ICC Codes.  Because the state-wide building codes have 
been affected, only two Codes can be amended through local ordinances, the Property 
Maintenance and Fire Codes.  Before any amendments to the other Codes may take place, 
the amendments must be approved by the Department of Labor & Industry.  This session 
is a preliminary discussion by Council. 
 
Mr. Fountaine stated that under state law local governments does not have the ability to 
amend the uniform construction codes, but locally we are able to amend property 
maintenance and fire codes.  Mr. Daubert said one item he would like to see amended is 
the minimum square footage increased with closets being excluded.  The code should be 
different for a one bedroom apartment having 1 person living in it as opposed to 2 as well 
as a two bedroom apartment for 2 people verses 4 as well as a 4 bedroom apartment for 4 
people.  Mr. Daubert also indicated he would put some numbers together if Council is 
interested in amending the square footage.  Mr. Fountaine stated the code committee 
meets on May 12, and Council should have recommendations to present on May 10.    
 
Update On Problem Rental Properties And New Timing For Revoking Rental 
Permits. 
    
Staff will provide an update on the progress of developing a new proposal for Council to 
consider regarding changes to the Rental Property Revocation Ordinance.   Mr. Fountaine 
said that the housing task force has been meeting regularly to talk about problem 
properties.  Properties are supposed to be routinely evaluated every 3 years.  If a property 
is a problem then they are given a certain amount of time to make the corrections.  
Notices have been sent but some have not been sent which creates inconsistencies in the 
system.  Mr. Fountaine explained that the task force described a way to possibly 
eliminate the problem by converting to a point system based on the severity of the 
assessment  One point would be issued for various nuisance codes.  Two points would be 
issued for certain violations disorderly conduct, drugs/alcohol violations, etc.  Then there 
would be three points assigned for felonies such as aggravated assault, sexual assault, etc.  
Felonies would only be assessed to properties upon conviction or disposition through the 
courts.  The points would not be issued based upon arrest.  It is recommended to contact 
the property owners after the accumulation of five or more points.  The property owner 
would be recommended to make a plan of action to alleviate the problem.  If a property 
owner would not file a plan it could result in suspension of the permit.  If a property 
accumulates more than 10 points, the owner would receive a notice of suspension up to 6 
months.  At this time the process is longer.  It would increase the number of properties in 
violation.  We are looking at a time table of late summer to early fall to develop an 



ordinance to take effect January 2005.  Mr. Daubert said in the meantime students need to 
know who they can turn to now.  Mr. Fountaine talked to Codes to set up a single-line 
hotline to call in complaints as well as an email address to send in complaints.  This 
information would be included on the rental forms.  Mr. Fountaine said the main purpose 
would be better communication with the landlords and tenants.    

 
The Use Of Centennial Funds.  
   
At the end of the Borough’s Centennial celebration in 1996, money remained from funds 
raised to support Centennial activities.  An idea to fund part of the park/walkway to 
Central Parklet using Centennial money was discussed briefly during the capital budget 
considerations last year.  Mr. Fountaine stated there is $78,000 remaining in the 
Centennial funds and it could be used for the plaza and walkway for the new parking 
garage.  Mr. Daubert suggested to put $50,000 or $60,000 towards the brick plaza, but 
thought some funds be kept aside to frame some things from the centennial such as the 
big quilt.  Ms. Knauer thought a lesser amount for other purposes was acceptable.  Mr. 
Fountaine stated the funds were for historical things.  Mr. Daubert recommended 
allowing $68,000 for the plaza across the street and save $10,000 for other municipal 
building uses.   Council agreed. 
 
Review Of Council’s May 3, 2004 Agenda. 
 
Mr. Daubert suggested writing a letter to Ruby Tuesday because they are advertising a 
service that has not yet been approved.   
 
The original statement is as follows: 
For purposes of this section, curbside pickup is defined as the delivery of food in 
response to a customer's pre-order directly to a customer waiting in a vehicle. 
  
Council agreed to change the wording to: 
For purposes of this section, curbside pickup is defined as the delivery of food directly to 
a customer waiting in a vehicle in response to a customer's pre-order.  
 
Mr. Fountaine recommended the Verizon easement be tabled.  There was an issue that 
was raised by the Library Board during their review of the easement and it is still being 
worked out.  If resolved by Monday night we will recommend approving the easement, 
otherwise Council will table it.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:04 pm. 
  

Respectfully submitted by: 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Barbara J. Natalie 
      Assistant Borough Secretary 
 


