Meeting Minutes
State College Borough Council

Regular Meeting

March 5, 2012

The State College Borough Council met in a regular meeting on Monday, March 5, 2012, in the State College Municipal Building, 243 South Allen Street, State College, PA.  Mayor Goreham called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.

Present:
Elizabeth A. Goreham, Mayor



Donald M. Hahn, Council President



Thomas E. Daubert



Catherine G. Dauler



Ronald L. Filippelli

Sarah Klinetob



Peter L. Morris

Absent:

James L. Rosenberger

Also present:  Terry J. Williams, Borough Solicitor; Thomas J. Fountaine II, Borough Manager; Sharon K. Ergler, Assistant Borough Secretary; Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Mark A. Whitfield, Director of Public Works; Roger A. Dunlap, Assistant Manager; Beth A. Johnston, Personnel Director; Charles DeBow, Parking Manager; Amy Story, Borough Engineer; Angel Hernandez, Chief Technology Officer; Courtney Hayden, Communications and Grants Coordinator; and members of the media.
The meeting began with a moment of silence and the pledge of allegiance.

Public Hour - Mayor Goreham introduced Mr. George Arnold, the new Executive Director, of the Downtown State College Improvement District. 

Consent Items 

Mr. Hahn made a motion to approve the consent items.  Mr. Morris seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.

· Approve vouchers for the month of February in the amount of $2,095,455.76.

· Approve a resolution for the destruction of records in the Finance Department.

· Award a four-year contract for the collection of vehicle traffic counts to Quality Traffic Data, LLC, the low bidder, in the amount of $26,886.00 with a total of $8,000 payable in 2012.

· Award Project #11-2012, the Atherton Street/Beaver Avenue Traffic Signal Pole Replacement and Handicap Ramp Project, to Wyoming Electrical & Signal, Inc., the low bidder, in the amount of $54,843.00.
· Award the Atherton Street Corridor Improvement Project for Engineering and Landscape Architectural Services to Stahl Sheaffer Engineering, the most qualified firm, in the amount of $83,560.00 ($13,910.00 for Phase I and $69,650.00 for Phase II). 

· Award a phone and voice service contract to Windstream, Inc., in the amount of $39,000.00 over a five-year contract.   

· Approve the use of the Orchard Park Bicycle Path from Welch Pool to Blue Course Drive for the 8th Annual Centre Region Parks & Recreation Youth Triathlon on Saturday, July 28, from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
· Use of various sidewalks in the Borough for the Red Ribbon AIDS Walk scheduled for Sunday, April 15, 2012, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

· Appoint Ronald Filippelli as Council’s liaison to the Penn State University Administration and Thomas Daubert as Council’s liaison to the State Legislature.

· Reappoint Ronald Filippelli as the Borough’s representative to the Centre Area Cable Consortium with a term ending December 31, 2013.

General Policy and Administration

Establish School Speed Limit Zones – Mr. Filippelli made a motion to approve an ordinance establishing school speed limit zones.  Mr. Hahn seconded the motion.  

Mr. Daubert asked how Council can approve an ordinance that affects an area outside the Borough boundary.  Mr. Fountaine said the speed limit zone proposed would only be within the Borough's boundaries.  
Ms. Story said she prepared the ordinance and she said she would double check to make certain the southeast boundary is within the Borough boundary; however, she believes the area noted is within the Borough.  Mr. Daubert said if the location is not correct, the wording in the proposed ordinance should be revised.

In a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously in favor.  
Actuarial Assumptions for the Act 205 Report – Mr. Filippelli made a motion to approve the actuarial assumptions for the Act 205 Report.  Mr. Morris seconded the motion. 
Mr. Filippelli asked if this change was based on the movement to change the retirement age for police officers from age 53 to 50.  Mr. Fountaine said the change is due to the changes in the retirement, disability and mortality tables.  He added that the Borough's annual municipal obligation costs will increase by $160,000.  
Mr. Fountaine said police officers are not retiring as quickly as they can.  These changes bring assumptions into a more current table, thereby increasing the Borough's obligation.  These updates are more accurately reflected in the new tables in terms of current practices.  

Mr. Daubert asked if this change in the assumptions could change the retirement date of someone already employed.  Mr. Fountaine said the table adds three years of time in the estimate and in no way does it change the benefit.  This change only reflects the Borough's assumptions and not the benefits.
The motion passed unanimously.

Request to Rename Park Avenue – Mr. Tony Ricciardi from 93.7/The Bus, a local radio station, briefly explained his request to rename Park Avenue after the late Coach Joe Paterno.  He said a similar request was heard by the College Township Council at their March 1 meeting.  
Mr. Fountaine said the Borough has no urgency to act on this request. A public hearing is required under the policy.  Council can take whatever action they want.
Mr. Filippelli said he was concerned about holding a public hearing in April because he felt it was way too soon to react to the request.  He said we need to have conversations with College Township, since Park Avenue run through both municipalities.  He said he is not against a public hearing; however, it is premature at this time.

Mr. Fountaine said the public hearing is required to merely receive input; however, Council may postpone a public hearing or additional discussion on the request until Council has had the opportunity to work with the University and College Township or consider other proposals that have been submitted.

Mr. Hahn asked if there was a time limit in which Council needed to hold a public hearing on this request.  Mr. Fountaine said the Renaming Policy requires a public hearing and notice to adjacent property owners but it does not give a timeline in which the public hearing must be held.

Mr. Daubert said a public hearing on April 2 was premature.  He said the Penn State Board of Trustees may name something after Joe Paterno when they meet next week.

Mr. Fountaine said it was his understanding that the University would not do anything until after the Freeh Report is completed.

Mr. Morris said we can see there is a lot of emotion and interest in State College and around the country about this proposal.  He said he realizes this is a matter about recognizing the life of Coach Paterno, his accomplishments and his illustrious career.  This is not an attempt by Council to say that Coach Paterno should not have been fired and that he did nothing wrong in trying to stop the abuse of children.  Because of the level of interest and passion about this subject, Council should give people a chance to talk about it.  Personally, Mr. Morris said he would like to hear both sides of this.  For example, how do the residents on Park Avenue feel about this request?  

Mr. Hahn said he intends to vote in favor of Mr. Morris' motion, not because he is in agreement with the petition but because he has some concerns about it.  This change would affect the residents who live on Park Avenue, medical businesses in College Township who may suffer some inconvenience if the street is renamed.  He said Council also needs to get input from the state legislators.  Due to the complexity of this request, he does not feel hurrying the request was the right thing to do. 

Mr. Daubert said he is in favor of honoring Coach Paterno and has been a supporter of the Penn State football program for over 50 years; however, he has a lot of friends who live on Park Avenue and they will be inconvenienced by the renaming and it will cost these residents money.  Mr. Daubert said there are reasonable alternatives to honor the icon Joe Paterno was.  He recommended waiting and seeing what the Penn State Board of Trustees does first.

Ms. Dauler said she understands the impulse to hold the hearing sooner rather than later.  She said since Council is not limited to when we need to hold the hearing, Council could wait a month longer because she is interested in what the University is going to do.  She said Adam Brumbaugh's comments, the College Township Manager, are very important.  She also noted that since the legal issues with the University have not been settled yet, it would be a good idea to give this request more time.  
Ms. Klinetob said it might be better to hold the public hearing earlier because by delaying it, more people may become frustrated about the situation.  She added she would be more inclined to vote earlier about it rather than later.
Mr. Williams said receiving input on renaming a certain street would be what the hearing is all about.  If the public wanted to provide additional comments, it would not be germane to do so during the hearing.

Mr. Fountaine said the portion of Park Avenue, west of Atherton Street, would not be part of the proposal.  Everything east of Atherton Street would be renamed, if approved.

Mr. Ricciardi said when the initial suggestion was made to rename Park Avenue, it was only for the portion near the campus; however, after Joe Paterno passed, it suddenly became a State, Borough and Township issue because supporters wanted to rename the entire street.  Mr. Ricciardi said he made the suggestion because he wanted to honor a great person who has affected the lives of a lot of people.  State College would not be on the map without the foundation Joe Paterno and the football program made on this town.  Joe Paterno’s involvement in the community straddles the line between the campus and the community in so many ways.
Mr. Morris asked how many people signed the petition to rename the street.  Mr. Ricciardi said the deadline to sign was February 15, 2012 because they needed to submit the petition to both the Borough and College Township.  He said once he read the Borough’s policy and determined he needed at least 100 people from the Borough in favor of the petition; he reopened the signing of the petition for thirty-six hours for Borough residents to sign the petition.
Mr. Filippelli moved to have Council discuss this request with the appropriate people at College Township and the Penn State University, as well as any alternative naming suggestions received.  It was suggested that staff bring the information back to Council at a later time for its consideration at a work session and then set a future date for a public hearing on the renaming.

Mr. Fountaine said this request would not come back to Council until after the Freeh Report is issued.
Mr. Filippelli said if Council were to make a decision without understanding College Township’s concerns, the Borough could be forcing College Township to make a decision.  This could also create problems for the Mount Nittany Medical Center.  He added that Council needs to cooperate with the neighboring municipality.

Mr. Hahn seconded Mr. Filippelli’s motion and he urged Borough staff to contact Penn State University officials.  Mr. Hahn said he would contact College Township Council President Dave Fryer. The motion passed unanimously.
Next, Mr. Morris made a motion to ask staff to advertise a public hearing to discuss the proposal to change the name of the Borough owned property at Fraser Plaza to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Plaza.  Mr. Hahn seconded the motion.  
Mr. Daubert asked if the Borough owned Fraser Plaza.  Mr. Fountaine said the Borough owns most of it.  
Ms. Dauler said she was intrigued by this proposal.  She said she admired the work Dr. King did in his life.  She said if Council was going to entertain the idea of remembering his work, Council should think in a larger context and remember others who were involved in the Civil Rights movement, which includes many women. For example, Rosa Parks, Jo Ann Gibson Robinson,  Septima Poinsette Clark, Fannie Lou Hamer,  Mary McLeod Bethune, and Virginia Derr.  All of these women suffered a great deal for the Civil Rights movement because they were threatened, lost their jobs, their livelihood, and many were driven from their communities in fear.

Mr. Morris said he could not agree more, but would like to name it after a person and the right person is Dr. King.  He said this would be a wonderful place to have displays, public art, and plaques with the names of these women honoring them.
Ms. Dauler said she appreciated Mr. Morris’ comments, but women need to be recognized in this struggle and were not.  She said we have a chance now to do that.

Mr. Morris said perhaps Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom Plaza would be more appropriate.
Mr. Hahn said he was reluctant to decide on the name of the plaza before holding the public hearing.

Ms. Klinetob said in speaking to Ms. Dauler’s sentiments, there are several names that could be used when renaming the plaza.  She said a female’s name could be a part of it.  
Mr. Filippelli suggested not rushing into the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. renaming.  This suggestion has been discussed by Council for over a year and it is not a simple one.  While he feels it is a good idea, he said how to do it is not simple.

The motion to hold the April 2 public hearing was unanimous.  
Items of Information

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Goreham said she attended CATA’s ribbon cutting ceremony earlier today when CATA unveiled the new models of the sleek bus line that will be rolled out the end of Spring Break week.

President’s Report - Mr. Hahn announced that Council will adjourn to an Executive Session following the meeting to discuss real estate matters.  

Staff Reports – Mr. Fountaine said there was none this evening.

There being no additional business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________

Sharon K. Ergler

Assistant Borough Secretary 

