
Meeting Minutes 
State College Borough Council 

Regular Meeting 
Monday, December 19, 2011 

7:30 p.m. 
 

 
The State College Borough Council met on Monday, December 19, 2011, in the State College Municipal 
Building, 243 South Allen Street, Room 304, State College, PA.  Mayor Goreham called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Elizabeth A. Goreham, Mayor 
  Ronald L. Filippelli, President of Council 
  Thomas E. Daubert 
  Donald M. Hahn 
  Theresa D. Lafer 
  Silvi Lawrence 
  Peter Morris 
  James Rosenberger 
 
Also present:  Thomas R. Fountaine, Borough Manager; Terry J. Williams, Solicitor; Sharon K. Ergler, 
Recording Secretary; Carl R. Hess, Planning Director; Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Michael S. Groff, 
Finance Director; Mark A. Whitfield, Director of Public Works; Beth A. Johnston, Human Resources 
Director; Charles DeBow, Parking Manager; Courtney Hayden, Grant & Communication Coordinator; 
Norma J. Crater, Accounting Supervisor; Brendan McNally, UPUA Student Representative; Roger A. 
Dunlap, Assistant Borough Manager; and Anne Messner, Acting Zoning Officer. 
    
Public Hour – No one from the public wished to address items not on Council’s agenda. 
 
Consent Items – Mr. Hahn asked that the September 19 and October 3 minutes be pulled from the 
consent agenda. 
 
Mr. Hahn made a motion to approve the following consent items and Ms. Lafer seconded the motion. 
 

 Approve a resolution appointing Donna Queeney as the Alternate to the Zoning Hearing Board, 
with a term ending on December 31, 2014.  

 

 Appoint or reappoint the following individuals to various Authorities, Boards and Commissions:   
 

Name of ABC Person’s Name Appointment or 
Reappointment 

Date of Expiration 

Authorities Board Robert Gruver Reappointment December 31, 2016
Water Authority Jeffrey Kern Reappointment December 31, 2016
Water Authority Gary Peterson Reappointment December 31, 2016
Civil Service Commission James Locker, Jr. Reappointment December 31, 2017
Design Review Board Zoe Boniface Reappointment December 31, 2015
Design Review Board Jodi La Coe Appointment December 31, 2015
Design Review Board Richard Devon Reappointment December 31, 2015
CDBG Citizens’ Advisory Comm. Colleen Houser Reappointment December 31, 2015
CDBG Citizens’ Advisory Comm. Connie Randolph Reappointment December 31, 2015
Planning Commission Scott Dutt Appointment December 31, 2015
Planning Commission Richard Kalin Appointment December 31, 2015
Planning Commission Michael Roeckel Reappointment December 31, 2015
Transportation Commission Kate Delano Reappointment December 31, 2015



Transportation Commission Raymond Najjar Reappointment December 31, 2015
Transportation Commission Paul Jovanis Reappointment December 31, 2015
Tree Commission Cassandra Burke Reappointment December 31, 2014
Tree Commission William Elmendorf Reappointment December 31, 2014
Centre Region Parks & Rec. Donna Ricketts Reappointment December 31, 2016
Schlow Centre Region Library Richard Kalin Reappointment December 31, 2014
CATA Tammy Gentzel Reappointment December 31, 2016
Airport Authority Ronald Filippelli Reappointment December 31, 2016
Community Foundation Carmine Prestia Reappointment December 31, 2015
Centre Network Elaine Prestia Reappointment December 31, 2014
Centre Network (Alternate) Peter Morris Reappointment December 31, 2014
Downtown Improvement District  

Ronald Filippelli 
 
Reappointment 

 
December 31, 2013

Spring Creek Watershed Amy Story Reappointment December 31, 2012
Spring Creek Watershed Sarah Klinetob Appointment December 31, 2012
Community Land Trust Thomas Daubert Reappointment December 31, 2014

 

 Approve minutes for the following meetings held in July, August, September and October: 
 
July 11, 2011 Regular Meeting Page 11 
July 18, 2011 Regular Meeting Page 19 
August 1, 2011 Regular Meeting Page 23 
August 8, 2011 Work Session Page 31 
August 15, 2011 Regular Meeting Page 33 
September 12, 2011 Regular Meeting Page 37 
September 16, 2011 Work Session Page 47 
October 10, 2011 Work Session Page 61 
October 17, 2011 Regular Meeting Page 65 
October 21, 2011 Work Session Page 69 

 

 Approve the 2012 Work Plans for the Design Review Board, Historic Resources Commission, 
Planning, Transportation, and Tree Commissions. These work plans were previously distributed 
to Council.  The only modification made to the work plans was to add to the Planning 
Commission’s work plan to review the width of sidewalks in the Commercial District. 

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Hahn said asked that Council receive their minutes more frequently to approve.  He said that way 
Council members could remember what occurred at the meeting.  He made corrections to the September 
19 and October 3 minutes.  Mr. Hahn then made a motion to approve the amended minutes.  Mr. Morris 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
2012 Budget 
 
2012 State College Operating Budget - Mr. Filippelli made a motion to approve Resolution #1058 
adopting the 2012 Annual Budget, including Appendices A (2012 Pay Plan for non-union personnel) and 
B (2012 Schedule of Fees and Charges).  Mr. Rosenberger seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 
 
Real Estate Tax Rate for 2012 and Establishing the Penalty and Discount Rates for the Payment of Real 
Estate Taxes – Mr. Daubert made a motion to enact Ordinance #1977 establishing the 2012 tax rate at 
11.04 mills.  In addition, the Ordinance also established the discount of 2% and the penalty rate of 10%, 
which were unchanged from the previous year. Ms. Lafer seconded the motion, which also passed 
unanimously.   



2012 Centre Region Council of Governments (COG) Budget – Mr. Hahn made a motion to approve the 
COG 2012 Budget, in the amount of $18,851.577 and appropriate $1,374,623 as the Borough’s share to 
support it.  Ms. Lafer seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Downtown State College Improvement District’s Property Assessment for 2012 – Mr. Filippelli made a 
motion to enact Ordinance #1978 authorizing the millage rates for the assessment of properties located 
within the downtown Neighborhood Improvement District.  Mr. Rosenberger seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 
 
Pension Amendments - Council is asked to approve amendments to the Police and the General 
Government Pension ordinances to comply with the Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 
2008 (HEART) and the Pension Protection Act of 2006 (PPA) as well as applicable provisions of the 
Internal Revenue Code.   
 
Mr. Hahn made a motion to enact Ordinance #1979 amending the General Government Employees 
Pension Ordinance.  Mr. Morris seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Hahn made a motion to enact Ordinance #1980 amending the Police Pension Ordinance.  Mr. 
Rosenberger seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Planning and Zoning 
 
Amendment to the Student Home Regulations --   Ms. Lafer made a motion to adopt Ordinance #1982, 
which amended the Student Home regulations.  Mr. Filippelli seconded the motion.     
 
The Mayor commented that Council has received several emails in support of the proposed amendment, 
as well as one property owner who was against the proposed amendment. 
 
Council members expressed their reasons for supporting this ordinance but noted the amendment will not 
be successful without enforcement and the neighbors are going to need to play an important role if this 
ordinance is going to be enforced. In addition, this ordinance needs to be taken seriously by the real 
estate professionals in the community.   
Community minded realtors can really help in this regard.  This is a step but we have to recognize this is 
not the cure all. Council members also said staff needs to make sure we have good information on the 
website for both property owners and prospective tenants so we do not have violations occurring 
unnecessarily. 
 
Mayor Goreham said the record is essentially closed on taking testimony on this proposed amendment.  
She thanked those who came to the meeting.  She said Council has received several written letters and 
emails regarding the amendment.  She asked those in the audience whether they were for or against the 
amendment and everyone in audience indicated they were in favor of the amendment so in order to 
complete the record she asked those in favor to step forward and provide the Recording Secretary with 
their name and address.   
 
There were nineteen people who stepped forward in favor of the amendment and they are listed below in 
the order that they appeared.   
 
Peter Jurs, 743 Glenn Road 
Jerry Wettstone, 512 Ridge Avenue 
Virginia Catalano, 628 Holmes Street 
Jane Liszka, 610 North Burrowes Street 
Marilyn  Quethera-Danvir, 205 Hillcrest Avenue  
Michael Catalano, 628 Holmes Street 
Deborah Meszaros, 528 Ridge Avenue 
Jean Bemis, 1009 Taylor Street 
Peter Meszaros, 528 Ridge Avenue 



Bill Bemis, 1009 Taylor Street 
Armen Kemanian, 621 Fairway Road   
Carolyn Stebbins, 220 Hillcrest Avenue 
Suzanne Cheesebrough, 511 Fairway Road  
Beth Maass, 205 Hillcrest Avenue 
Stephen Smith, 439 West Park Avenue 
Michele Smith, 439 West Park Avenue. 
Philip Stebbins, 220 Hillcrest Avenue 
Marsha Heitzman, 615 North Burrowes Street 
Dennis Heitzman, 615 North Burrowes Street 
 
The student home amendment passed unanimously. 
 
Planning Commission Report – Planning Commission Chairman Evan Myers provided Council with a 
special report.  The report concentrated on the items Council requested the Planning Commission review 
such as sustainable building standards and setbacks, applying the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance 
market rate unit density bonus to all developments that must provide inclusionary housing units, reducing 
the parking requirement for projectors that must provide inclusionary housing units, and reducing the 
parking requirement for residential uses in the downtown. 
 
Council members got into a lengthy discussion with Mr. Myers about several different points of his report 
and it was suggested this be discussed further at a Council work session early in 2012.  Mr. Filippelli 
made a motion to move this discussion to a work session early next year.  Mr. Rosenberger seconded the 
motion.  All Council voted in favor of tabling this to a work session for further discussion.   
 
Official Reports and Correspondence  
 
Mayor Goreham encouraged drivers to drive on the recently opened Fraser Street (from Beaver to 
College Avenue).  She stated January 3rd is the last meeting of this Council and at the same time we will 
be swearing in a new Council.     
 
President’s Report – Mr. Filippelli reported that Council met in an Executive Session prior to this meeting.   
 
Staff Report – Staff has provided Council and the Mayor with an annual update of the Conflict of Interest 
Policy and Code of Conduct with regard to HUD Programs.    
 
The Borough Manager reported that this evening’s Council meeting will be Michael Groff’s last official 
meeting since he will be retiring effective December 31, 2011.  A public reception recognizing his long 
service will be held on Wednesday, December 21 from 2 – 4 p.m. 
 
Mr. Groff spoke with Council and said this was a bittersweet occasion for him.  He said he had a great 
deal of pride in what we have done in serving taxpayers, citizens, etc.  He said it has been a pleasure to 
serve the citizens of the Borough.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Sharon K. Ergler, 
Assistant Borough Secretary     
 
 
 


