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State College Borough Council 

Work Session 
 Monday, December 12, 2011 

7:30 p.m. 
 

The State College Borough Council met on Monday, December 12, 2011, in the State College 
Municipal Building, 243 South Allen Street, Room 304, State College, PA.  Council President Filippelli 
called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Elizabeth A. Goreham, Mayor 
  Ronald L. Filippelli, President of Council 
  Thomas E. Daubert 
  Donald M. Hahn 
  Theresa D. Lafer 
  Silvi Lawrence 
  Peter Morris 
  James Rosenberger 
 
Also present:  Thomas J. Fountaine, II, Borough Manager; Roger A. Dunlap, Assistant Borough 
Manager; Beth A. Johnston, Human Resources Director; Carl R. Hess, Planning/CDBG Director; 
Courtney E. Hayden, Grants & Communication Coordinator; Anne Messner, Planner/Acting Zoning 
Officer; Mark A. Whitfield, Public Works Director; Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Brendan McNally, 
UPUA Student Representative; Norma J.  Crater, Accounting Supervisor; Sheila Carl, Recording 
Secretary; interested members of the media and concerned residents.  
 
Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens – Braden Crooks, East Foster Avenue, founder of Groundswell, 
commented on his experience during the most recent election with successfully helping to pass a 
referendum to ban the drilling for natural gas in the Borough of State College.   
 
Charles Dumas, 516 North Atherton Street, on behalf of the State College Peace Vigil, announced 
they would be ending their vigil as the final troops prepare to withdraw from Iraq.    
 
Focus on Appearance - Zoe Boniface, Chair of the Design Review Board, along with Anne Messner, 
presented to John Farrell, the owner of Taco Bell at 310  East College Avenue, a Focus on 
Appearance Award for the renovations and improvements that were completed to the exterior façade 
of the Taco Bell restaurant.   
 
Ms. Boniface and Ms. Messner also presented to Gordon Turow, Director of Campus Planning and 
Design, and Tom Flinn, a Focus on Appearance Award for the efforts of Pennsylvania State 
University with the Shortlidge Road Streetscape Improvements Project.  
 
ABC Reports –  Council previously received proposed 2012 work plans from the Design Review 
Board, Historic Resources Commission, Planning Commission, Transportation Commission and Tree 
Commission.  Council is asked to finish discussion and make any suggested amendments prior to 
approval at the December 19, 2011 meeting.   
 
Council requested the Planning Commission review having large buildings with more people in the 
same footprint as the building being replaced and also to have all ABC work plans could include 
priorities. 
 
Pension Amendments – At the December 19, 2011 meeting Council will be asked to approve 
amendments to the Police and the General Government Pension ordinances to comply with the 
Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008 (HEART) and the Pension Protection Act of 
2006 (PPA) as well as applicable provisions of the Internal Revenue Code.  The amendments do not 
change the benefits of the plans and are simply housekeeping amendments.   
 
Council requested clarification on the purpose of the Heroes Act.  
 



Council had no objections to the amendments.   
 
2012 Operating Budget – Council is asked to conclude its review of the 2012 Operating Budget in 
preparation of the scheduled budget adoption at the December 19, 2011 meeting.   
 
Council discussed the staffing levels for police officers for the coming year.  One option was to keep 
the current staffing level at sixty-two officers or to bring the level to sixty-five officers requiring a 
withdrawal from the reserve fund or a tax increase.  Council reviewed the amount over-time that is 
budgeted for 2012 and Chief King explained majority of the over-time expense is reimbursed by either 
Penn State University or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  The number of officers does not have 
a great impact on the over-time expense.  Council was also provided with staffing information for 
other police forces in Big Ten University Communities.  Council requested the budget be prepared to 
fund sixty-five officers by using monies from the reserve fund.  Council also requested this funding 
issue be discussed during 2012 prior to the preparation of the 2013 operating budget.   
 
Council was instructed on the proper procedure to change the Capital Improvement threshold.  This 
issue would need to be dealt with as a separate item prior to approval of the 2012 operating budget 
as a whole.   
 
Council also discussed the Borough’s funding commitment to the Discovery Space.  Mr. Fountaine 
stated the minutes from prior meetings reflect that Council approved a $50,000 single year Capital 
Appropriation for 2012 and challenged the Discovery Space to seek funding from other municipalities. 
 
Mr. Fountaine reviewed the actions that would take place at the December 19, 2011 meeting to 
properly approve the operating budget.   
 
There being no additional business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. to an executive session to 
discuss personnel and real estate matters. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Sharon K. Ergler 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
 
Prepared by Sheila Carl 


