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12:00 p.m. 
 

The State College Borough Council met on Friday, November 4, 2011, in the State College Municipal 
Building, 243 South Allen Street, Room 304, State College, PA.  Council President Filippelli called the 
meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Elizabeth A. Goreham, Mayor 
  Ronald L. Filippelli, President of Council 
  Thomas E. Daubert 
  Donald M. Hahn 
  Theresa D. Lafer 
  Silvi Lawrence 
  Peter Morris 
 
Absent: James Rosenberger 
 
Also present:  Thomas J. Fountaine, II, Borough Manager; Roger A. Dunlap, Assistant Borough 
Manager; Beth A. Johnston, Human Resources Director; Carl R. Hess, Planning/CDBG Director; 
Michael S. Groff, Finance Director; Courtney E. Hayden, Grants & Communication Coordinator; Angel 
H. Hernandez, Chief Technology Officer; Craig W. Bowser, Systems Analyst; Charles J. DeBow, 
Parking Manager; Anne Messner, Planner/Zoning Officer; Sheila Carl, Recording Secretary; 
interested members of the media and concerned residents.  
 
Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens - No comments were made.  
 
Consolidation of ABC’s - At various times during the past several years Council has discussed 
reducing the total number of ABC’s by either consolidating ABC’s with similar missions or in some 
cases eliminating an ABC entirely.  At Council’s October 21, 2011 work session, Zoe Boniface, Chair 
of the Design Review Board, was present and provided Council with her thoughts on consolidation.  A 
copy of the draft mission statement for a combined DRB/HRC was provided to Council.  The 
information in the draft originates from these Board and Commission descriptions. Items that seem no 
longer relevant are suggested to be removed from the draft. Clarifying language is also added to the 
draft.  This draft was prepared by staff and has been reviewed by the Chairs of the two ABC’s but has 
not been reviewed by either the Historic Resources Commission or the Design Review Board.  
Council is asked to provide feedback to staff on whether or not Council wants to consolidate these 
two ABC’s.  In addition to providing feedback on the question of consolidation of the HRC and DRB, 
Council is asked to provide guidance on the following issues that were discussed at the October 21 
work session: 

 Reduce the Size of the HRC from 7 Members to 5.  During the discussion of ABC 
consolidation on October 21, it was suggested that a reduction in the size of the HRC 
Board might reduce the challenges in filling vacancies.  Council should provide guidance 
to staff if it wishes to proceed with this suggestion.   If Council decides to reduce the HRC 
Board size, final action can be taken at a meeting in December. 
 
 Should ABC Members be limited to two consecutive terms?  This proposal was also 
discussed during the October 21 work session. Council should provide guidance to staff on this 
policy question.  If Council decides to discontinue the current, informal policy on term limits for 
ABC members, staff will prepare a policy recommendation for Council to take final action on in 
December. 
 
 Should ABC Members be appointed to multiple ABC's?  This issue was also 
discussed at the October 21 work session.  The current, informal policy is for Council to 
attempt to avoid duplication for ABC appointments.  Council should provide guidance on 
this issue.  If Council determines that it is appropriate for citizens to serve on more than 
one ABC, staff will prepare a policy recommendation for Council to take final action on it 



in December.  In considering this question, Council may want to consider if this policy 
should apply to all ABC appointments or if some ABC's should be considered for 
overlapping appointments, but not others. 
 

Rick Bryant, Chair of the Historic Resources Commission attended the meeting and stated he can 
appreciate Council trying to make the budget work and the suggested changes are sensible.  He 
does not have a problem with the changes and thinks Council will be able to find qualified individuals 
to serve on the ABCs.   
 
Ms. Messner spoke in regards to the HRC and stated this was briefly discussed with the HRC.  The 
main concern for the HRC is that the Borough’s historic feel could be compromised but this issue 
would be discussed further at this month’s HRC meeting. 
 
After discussion Council was in agreement to reducing the size of the HRC, to not limit consecutive 
terms for ABC members, and allowing ABC members to serve on more than one ABC.  Council will 
formally vote on these issues at the November 7, 2011 meeting.  
 
Centre Region Council of Governments 2012 Budget – Council received the 2012 Centre Region 
Council of Governments summary budget at their meeting of October 24, 2011. Council was asked to 
review the COG budget and provide comments.   
 
Mr. Fountaine added that Harris Township was requesting a $6,000 reimbursement for local planning 
services because of a vacancy in the planning office.  COG staff reviewed this issue and planned for 
a $2,000 reimbursement.  Council was asked their thoughts on this matter.     
 
Council discussed the reimbursement and in the absence of performance data showing services were 
not received, Council does not support the higher reimbursement.       
 
Ron Woodhead, Director of Parks and Recreation, attended the meeting and spoke about the 
differences in resident and nonresident rates in relation to programs.  Mr. Woodhead explained it is 
difficult to charge resident/nonresident fees because there is no way of knowing the attendees 
residency.    
 
Council provided a few comments to Staff to share with the COG Executive Director, James Steff. 
 
Items of Information – Mr. Fountaine reviewed the proposed policy change in the Council policy on 
the office equipment issued to Council members.  Based on the advancements of technology staff 
suggested replacing the policy of issuing laptop computers with issuing tablets to all new Council 
members.  Mr. Fountaine briefly reviewed some of the details regarding the policy.   
 
Members of the Information Technology staff were available to answer Council’s questions.  
 
Council was in favor of this new policy.    
 
Branden McNally reported UPUA students would be in the HUB on Election Day to remind students 
to vote.   
 
There being no additional business, the meeting adjourned at 1:16 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Sharon K. Ergler 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
 
Prepared by Sheila Carl 


