
Meeting Minutes 
State College Borough Council 

Regular Meeting 
Monday, October 17, 2011 

7:30 p.m. 
 

The State College Borough Council met on Monday, October 17, 2011, in the State College Municipal 
Building, 243 South Allen Street, Room 304, State College, PA.  Mayor Goreham called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Elizabeth A. Goreham, Mayor 
  Ronald L. Filippelli, President of Council 
  Thomas E. Daubert 
  Donald M. Hahn 
  Theresa D. Lafer 
  Silvi Lawrence 
  Peter Morris 
  James Rosenberger 

  
Also present:  Thomas J. Fountaine, II, Borough Manager; Sharon K. Ergler, Assistant Borough 
Secretary; Roger A. Dunlap, Assistant Borough Manager; Mark A. Whitfield, Director of Public Works; 
Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Charles J. DeBow, Parking Manager; Michael S. Groff, Finance Director; 
Angel Hernandez, Chief Technology Officer; Edward Holmes, Public Services Manager; Courtney 
Hayden, Grants and Communication Coordinator; Brendan McNally, UPUA Student Representative; and 
interested members of the media and concerned residents.  

  
Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens 
 
No one in the audience wished to address any items not on the agenda. 
 
Public Hearing 

Downtown State College Neighborhood District Plan Amendment - DSCID Board Member, Rich Kalin, 
attended the meeting to present a brief overview of the amendment.  He advised the board formed a 
committee to study sources of income. The committee studied the options of expanding the size of the 
district or increasing the rate and the study showed there should be a combination of both.   

The public hearing was opened at 7:35 p.m.  No one came forward and no public testimony was received.  
The public hearing closed at 7:38 p.m. 

Consent Items 

Ms. Lawrence asked to pull off item “H” from the list for additional discussion. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Rosenberger, seconded by Ms. Lawrence, Council voted unanimously to approve the 
following consent items: 

 Vouchers for the month of September in the amount of $3,226,655.11. 
 The closing of Hiester Street, between College Avenue and Wilson Alley, on Tuesday, 

October 18, 2011 from 7 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. to celebrate Sukkot with dancing and music.   
 The closing of the 100 block of South Allen Street, from College Avenue to Calder Way, on 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the Downtown State College 
Improvement District’s Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony.   

 The use of various sidewalks in the Greentrees neighborhood on Saturday, November 19, 
2011 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. for a 5K Race sponsored by the State College High School 
Senior Class to benefit the TIDES Foundation.  



 The use of various sidewalks in the Borough on Friday, October 28, 2011 from 12:30 p.m. to 
6 p.m. for a Women’s Studies Rally/March against violence, oppression, sexism, and name 
calling.   

 The use of various sidewalks in the Borough on Wednesday, October 26, 2011, from 5:30 
p.m. to 6:45 p.m. for a Zombie Walk sponsored by the Schlow Centre Region Library.   

 A resolution allocating the Municipal Pension State Aid as authorized by the 2011 Minimum 
Municipal Obligation and Budget, $693,957.32 is distributed to the Police Pension Plan and 
$839,464.69, is distributed to the General Government Pension Plan.   
 

Ms. Lawrence discussed the consent item “H” - Approve professional services contract with Plante & 
Moran to provide project management services for the ERP System Implementation Plan in the amount of 
$135,000 and stated she thought the description had very loose ends – “Retain a professional for project 
management services for borough-wide ERP system”.  She asked if we are proposing to hire an 
accounting person and, if so, what are their skills. 
 
Mr. Fountaine explained that Plante & Moran will work on design of the ERP process.  They will be under 
contract for 1½ to 2 years.   
 
Council was concerned this program would go on forever and questioned the layering of the fee and the 
consultant fee.  Mr. Fountaine stated it takes two years to implement the full package and it is 
implemented in modules.  Mr. Fountaine added the program would cost three-quarters of a million dollars, 
which is why we sought expertise and current staff would struggle to keep up with the demands.   
 
Mr. Filippelli moved adoption of this consent item.  Mr. Hahn seconded the motion.   
 
The motion passed 6-1 with Ms. Lawrence voting against the motion. 
 
Planning and Zoning 

Discussion of R-OO Zoning Overlay and Rezoning of 254 East Beaver Avenue  - Ms. Lawrence moved to 
recommend Council adopt a motion to rescind its previous authorization to publish its intent to enact the 
zoning ordinance amendment.  Mr. Morris seconded the motion.   

 
Council discussed sending this item back to the Planning Commission and giving them a reasonable 
target date.   
 
Mr. Fountaine stated if Council wants to send this back to the Planning Commission, a motion to 
postpone the Public Hearing and return the amendment to the Planning Commission would need to be 
made. 
 
Mr. Hahn moved to modify the motion to ask the Planning Commission to report back by the end of 
December 2011 and to consider the LEED certification and setback issue on this site.  Mr. Rosenberger 
seconded the motion.   
 
The Council then discussed the parking issue at this site and off-street parking regulations.   
 
The intent of Council is to delay or postpone any further consideration for the R-00 zoning overlay and 
rezoning at 254 East Beaver Avenue until the issue of parking has been disposed of by the Planning 
Commission.  The Planning Commission is requested to make a recommendation to Council on parking 
and density bonuses and other ordinances in the zoning code that may be affected.  This ordinance will 
come back to Council most likely in January or February.   
 
The vote on the amendment motion passed 7-0-0. 
 
The vote to rescind the Notice of Intent passed 7-0-0. 



 
Request to Close the 100 block of Hetzel Street, from Calder Way to East Beaver Avenue 

This item has been withdrawn from the agenda. 
 
Public Works 

Proposed Changes to Refuse Collection - Mr. Whitfield gave a brief presentation noting the customers 
are satisfied with the new system and based on projections, there will not be a rate increase until 2017.  
He reviewed the results of the website and a mail-in survey which received 120 responses.   He also 
noted improvement needs to be given to the education aspect.   

Council did question how the program would address apartments and multi-family residences and asked 
for clarification in regards to costs and funding for the program.   

Mr. McNally stated this is something students definitely support.   

Ms. Joanne Shaffer from the Centre County Solid Waste Authority noted that the Borough of State 
College, based on 2008 figures, is ahead of the natural average.  They produce less trash and are 
recycling more by weight over the natural average.  She also discussed education and doing a move-in 
event.   

Official Reports and Correspondence 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Goreham noted that the Discovery Space would be having its grand opening on 
Foster Avenue. 
 
President’s Report – The President had nothing to report. 

Regional Liaison Committee Reports  

Public Safety Committee – Ms. Lawrence noted the committee discussed reductions in the code permit 
fees for 2012.  They also discussed the software package.  On October 31, 2011 the annual joint session 
of public services meeting with the Public Safety Committee, fire, police and PennDOT would meet.   
 
Executive Committee – Mr. Filippelli they would discuss agenda items for next General Forum. 
 
Finance Committee – Mr. Hahn reported several meeting were held to review the budget in preparation 
for the next General Forum meeting.  Expenditures are rather static, with the exception being Parks & 
Recreation. 
 
Human Resources Committee – Mr. Daubert reported there were no meeting in September or October. 
 
Public Services & Environmental Committee – Mr. Morris reported the Committee received a report from 
the UAJA.  They discussed building a new treatment plan that could dump into the Juniata.  Mr. Morris 
noted the Discovery Space is a great asset to downtown State College. 
 
Transportation & Land Use Committee – Ms. Lafer reported the Committee discussed economic 
development and planning, the regional growth boundary and how it is tied to the sewage and water 
system and reviewed an application to become a Bicycle Friendly Community.  They will also be 
conducting their bi-annual meeting with the Centre Region Planning Commission. 
 
Parks Capital Committee – Mr. Rosenberger reported the Committee discussed the need for staffing of 
the Parks and Recreation Authority.  This is being reviewed because of the added parks coming on 
board. 

 
Staff/Committee Reports – There were no reports from staff or committees. 



Student Representative Report – There was no report from Mr. McNally. 

Items of Information ‐ There were no Items of Information. 
 
There being no additional business, the meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

______________________________ 
Sharon K. Ergler 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
 


