
 

 

Meeting Minutes 
State College Borough Council 

Work Session 
December 5, 2008 

 
The State College Borough Council met in a work session on Friday, December 5, 2008, in the 
State College Municipal Building, 243 South Allen Street, State College, PA.  Ms. Goreham called 
the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 
 
Present: Elizabeth A. Goreham, President of Council 
 Ronald L. Filippelli 
 Donald M. Hahn 
 Theresa D. Lafer 
 Silvi Lawrence 
 Peter Morris 
 James L. Rosenberger 
 
Also present:  Thomas J. Fountaine, II, Borough Manager; Carl R. Hess, Planning Director; 
Thomas S. Kurtz, Assistant Borough Manager for Community Services; Roger Dunlap, Assistant 
Borough Manager for Budget and Administration; Norma Crater, Accounting Supervisor; Amy 
Story, Borough Engineer; Amy R. Miller, Recording Secretary; Mark Whitfield, Public Works 
Director; Arthur Caccavale, Parking Manager; Alan Sam, Borough Arborist; Edward Holmes, 
Facilities Coordinator; Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Beth Johnston, Human Resource 
Director; members of the media; and other interested observers.   
 
Public Hour.  Dolores Taricani, Chair of the Downtown Improvement District Board, 
congratulated the State College Borough on receiving the ranking as the 2nd safest place to live in 
the United States. 
 
Downtown State College Partnership.  Jody Alessandrine, Executive Director of Downtown 
State College, Inc., presented an overview of DID highlights included in their 2007 Annual Report.   
 
Mr. Alessandrine then noted the DID Parking Study Committee’s responses to Borough staff’s 
proposals to parking rate increases.  The responses were as follows: 
 

1. Increase on-street hourly parking rate – DID committee did not concur. 
2. Increase base fine for meter violations from $5 to $10 – DID committee did not 

concur. 
3. Increase base fine for overnight parking from $15 to $25 – DID committee did not 

oppose this option. 
4. Extend on-street parking enforcement hour until 10 pm – DID committee did not 

approve this option, but suggested implementing Sunday metered parking from 
noon to 6 pm. 

5. Parking garage hourly increase from $.75 to $1 – DID committee was not 
opposed to the increase. 

 
Mr. Alessandrine also asked Borough staff to provide revenue data from the special event 
weekends from the past fall as well as projected special event weekends in 2009. 
 
Council noted that instead of raising rates, there is a need to make the downtown friendlier for 
customers to want to patronize downtown.   
 
Ms. Taricani added that DID is prepared to work with Council on all issues affecting the 
downtown.   
 



 

 

Pat Dougherty, owner of the Tavern Restaurant, said that raising parking fees and fines would be 
detrimental to the downtown and businesses.   
 
Tom Daubert, 317 Bradley Avenue and former Council Member, asked Council to remember that 
parking is not revenue based and the purpose of on-street parking is to control the turnover of 
spaces.   
 
Sanitary Sewer Budget Tapping Fee & Sewer Rental Fee Increase.  Staff explained the 
increase in both the Tapping Fee and the Sewer Rental Fee.   
 
Council had no questions for staff regarding the fee increases and the ordinance will be included 
on the December 15 agenda.   
 
2009 Operating Budget.  Staff provided Council details on the 2009 programs, appropriations 
and budget impact items for the following Public Works funds:  
 

Public Works Administration 
Streets 
Municipal Facilities 
Shade Tree & Park Maintenance 
Highway Aid Fund 
Sanitary Sewer Fund 
Refuse Collection Fund 
Compost Operations Fund 
Bus Terminal Fund 

 
Council discussed the need to reduce the recommended 1.5 mil real estate tax increase.  Ideas 
discussed included reducing the fund balance, layoffs, no employee cost of living or merit 
increases, extending the vehicle and equipment depreciation schedules, reducing Council and 
staff professional development expenditures, and increasing fees for various services.  Council 
requested that staff prepare a revised budget proposal for their review. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:28 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
  
 
__________________________________ 
Cynthia S. Hanscom 
Assistant Borough Secretary 


