
 

Meeting Minutes 
State College Borough Council 

May 5, 2008 
 
The State College Borough Council met on Monday, May 5, 2008, in the State College Municipal 
Building, 243 South Allen Street, Room 304, State College, PA. Mayor Welch called the meeting to order 
at 7:30 pm. 
 
Present: Bill Welch, Mayor 
 Elizabeth A. Goreham, President of Council 
 Ronald L. Filippelli 
 Donald M. Hahn 
 Theresa D. Lafer 
 Silvi Lawrence 
 Peter Morris 
Absent: James L. Rosenberger 
 
Also present: Terry J. Williams, Solicitor; Thomas J. Fountaine, II, Borough Manager; Thomas S. Kurtz, 
Assistant Borough Manager for Community Services; Carl R. Hess, Planning Director; Roger Dunlap, 
Assistant Borough Manager for Budget and Administration; Mark Whitfield, Public Works Director; 
Michael Groff, Finance Director; Thomas R. King, Chief of Police; Norma J. Crater, Finance Supervisor; 
Cynthia S. Hanscom, Assistant Borough Secretary; members of the media; and other interested 
observers.    
 
Mr. Welch began with a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Hour. 
 
Proclamation for Letter Carriers Day.  Mr. Welch presented a proclamation to Dennis McHugh with the 
National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) proclaiming May 10, 2008, as “Letter Carrier’s Food Drive 
Day” in the Borough of State College.   
 
Proclamation for Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month.  Mr. Welch also presented a proclamation 
recognizing the month of May as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month to Hal Hallock.  Mr. Hallock 
thanked Council and the Mayor and noted that he would be promoting motorcycle safety awareness 
throughout the month through various media.  
 
Proclamation for Arbor Day.  Mr. Welch proclaimed Wednesday, May 7, 2008, as Arbor Day and noted 
that the Borough had flown the Tree City USA banner for past 24 years.  He announced that Arbor Day 
ceremonies would be held observed at the Radio Park Elementary School on Wednesday. 
 
Mr. Welch asked if there were other citizens wishing to comment.   
 
Brian Kalieta stated that he lived in Harris Township but owned rental properties in the State College 
Borough.  He noted that there was a significant alcohol problem in town.  He stated that Allegheny County 
lobbied to be permitted to charge a per drink tax, which is used to provide funding for transportation.  He 
said there should be a concerted effort to persuade the General Assembly to allow the same taxation in 
the Borough.  Mr. Fountaine said the Borough Council had adopted “support for a per drink tax” as a 
legislative priority, met with legislators, presented draft legislation and encouraged them to sponsor the 
legislation.  Mr. Welch noted that the legislators seemed to be receptive to the idea. 
 
There being no further comments, Mr. Welch closed the public hour. 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Traffic Calming Policy.  In November 2007, the Transportation Commission completed work on updating 
the Traffic Calming and Street Classification Policy.  Council received a copy of the draft policy on 
February 11. On April 14, Council agreed to hold a public hearing to take comment on the policy prior to 
adoption. The report includes a street classification update and policy on traffic calming measures.  The 
Policy will be scheduled for discussion at an upcoming work session prior to adoption. 
 
Rick Gilmore, 608 West Prospect Avenue, said overall he was pleased with the Policy. He stated the 
revisions corrected a number of flaws in the current policy.  His concern was threshold criteria to be met 
before the traffic on the street can be considered for traffic calming.  He suggested there were other 
factors, such as number of crashes, proximity to schools, proximity to houses of worship, and pedestrian 
traffic that should be considered.  He said speed was a critical issue to maintain safe streets and radar 
should be considered as a measure for determining if traffic is traveling at a higher rate of speed then 
posted.   
 
Bill Hartman, 534 West Fairmount Avenue, noted that Fairmount Avenue was classified as a minor 
collector with upt to 3,000 vehicles per day.  He said the street was residential in nature and there were a 
great deal of children that use the street to get to and from school.  He commented that the street should 
have a lower classification.  Mr. Hartman also indicated that the Robin Road/Fairmount/Buckhout three-
way intersection was a concern.   
 
Mr. Fountaine noted that written comments had been received from Robert Seibel, Mary Marino and 
Hugh Mose, Manager of the Centre Area Transportation Authority. 
 
There being no further comments, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Report from Downtown State College Improvement District.  Rich Kalin, DID Board Vice-Chair, 
reported that Teresa Sparacino, Executive Director, had resigned.  The Board held an emergency board 
meeting in which her resignation was accepted with regret.  He reported the Board would be working to 
get an interim director in place while a search is conducted for her replacement.   Mr. Kalin said he did not 
expect the change in personnel to affect the Fraser Centre project and said that Susquehanna Real 
Estate anticipated no schedule delays.   
 
Consent Items.  Mr. Hahn moved to approve the following consent items.  The motion was seconded by 
Ms. Goreham, which passed unanimously.  
 

• Approve the use of Locust Lane for the Farmers Market on every Friday, starting on May 30 
through November 21 (excepting July 11), from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 
• Approve the use of various sidewalks in the Borough for the Crop Walk on October 19, 2008, 

from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

• Approve Resolution 968 to allow the Police Department to conduct warrantless arrests for certain 
summary offenses as authorized by Pennsylvania law. 

 
• Approve minutes for various meetings held in March 

 
March 3, 2008 Regular Meeting 
March 5, 2008 Special Meeting 
March 17, 2008 Regular Meeting 
March 21, 2008 Work Session 

 
 
 



GENERAL POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
Annual Audit Report.  Rob Lent with Maher Duessel, the Borough’s auditor, presented an overview of 
the Borough’s 2007 Annual Audit.  He reviewed those items that were required communication from the 
auditor and those reports and notifications that were required.  Mr. Lent reported that there were no 
significant findings and all the internal controls for federal compliance were being done correctly.  He 
reviewed the comments in the management letter which dealt with improving communication for the 
pension fund, identifying internal controls, and developing an information system disaster contingency 
plan. 
 
First Quarter Financial Report.  Staff presented a financial report on the first quarter of 2008.  It was 
noted that, generally, both revenues and expenditures are about where expected and on target.   
 
A question was raised on how the increased price of gas would affect the budget.  Staff noted that the 
budget allowed for reasonable increases.  Council discussed the changes in the real estate transfer tax 
with the recent downturn nationally.  It was noted that sales of residential real estate were holding well in 
State College Borough.   
 
Council asked that the next quarterly report include a comparison on residential versus commercial real 
estate taxes paid.  It was suggested that the Local Service Tax revenue show how much is being paid by 
Borough residents but staff noted that data may not be readily available.  Council also asked the earned 
income tax show an income stratification.  Staff noted this work would be labor intensive but could be 
made available to Council in the future. 
 
Land Clearing and Excavation Recycling Center Agreement.  Council was asked to authorize the 
Council President to execute a license agreement between the Borough and Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc., for 
a Land Clearing and Excavation Recycling Center at the former Borough landfill.  Council discussed the 
agreement at the meeting of April 21 and delayed action to consult with Patton Township to ensure that 
the agreement addressed concerns that the Township may have on this matter.  Council received a letter 
from the Patton Township manager noting that the Township’s concerns have been addressed.  The 
agreement was modified to reflect Council’s concern over dust and noise, restricting the hours during 
which crushing operations may occur and requiring that the operation comply with air and water quality 
laws of the Commonwealth.   
 
Mr. Hahn moved to approve the agreement and authorize the President of Council to sign on behalf of the 
Borough.  Ms. Lafer seconded the motion.  The motion failed with no vote. 
 
Council raised several concerns on the value of the land and the arrangement with Hawbakers.  It was 
noted that the land clearing would be an advantage to the company and an advantage to the contractors 
in the Centre Region while the Borough had no real advantage to agree to the use of the land with no 
financial gain. Staff noted the land was located in a land fill and could not be used for another purpose 
and the Borough and Borough contractors would be able to dispose of construction materials without a 
tipping fee and would receive the recycled materials at no cost.  It was noted that this project would help 
to further the Borough’s commitment to reduce green house gas emissions for the community.   
 
The question was raised on what would happen after the 10 year agreement expired.  Staff explained that 
the Borough would have the option of renewing the agreement.  If the agreement was not renewed, the 
on-site equipment would revert to the Borough.  A suggestion was made to reduce the number of years in 
the contract but it was noted that the 10-year term was based on Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc., being able to 
capitalize the front-end costs. 
 
Council requested that a financial analysis be completed showing the value of the proposal to the 
Borough.   
 
Charles Campbell, Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc., noted that the scales will weigh everything coming in and 
out.  Those materials for the Borough will be processed free of charge.  This will be a for-profit operation 



but they do not expect to see a profit for several years.  Because there is only 9.3 acres of the site that is 
unusable, there will be a limitation on how much material can be taken.  Everything coming into the site 
will go back out as recycled material.  The largest benefit will be that the materials go back into the 
community as reusable product and that local contractors would be able to dispose of construction 
materials without going into the landfill.    
 
Mr. Filippelli moved to table this until information could be provided on the financial benefit to the 
Borough.  Ms. Lawrence seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-2-0 vote, with Mr. Hahn and 
Ms. Lafer opposed. 
 
REGIONAL ISSUES 
 
Two-story Rental Properties Second Egress Deadline Extension.  The Code Administration staff 
recommended an extension of the August 15, 2008 deadline for providing a second means of egress 
from bedrooms in two-story rentals where the space is more than 20 feet from the sill to the ground.  The 
extension was proposed so that staff could review field conditions, make recommended changes to the 
regulations, and the property owners would have time to comply with the changes.  
 
Thomas Daubert, 378 Bradley Avenue, noted that he sat on an ad hoc committee to review state codes in 
2007.  Throughout the process he urged that codes have the major focus of protecting the health and 
safety.  He said he was the lone voice that said that rental properties needed to have more than one safe 
entrance for all floors.  This change was suggested to each municipality.  Council passed the change but 
the use of ladders was defeated by a 6-1 vote.  He questioned the extension of compliance in that the 
additional time should not be spent in discussing the use of ladders.  The ladders could only be used by 
young and fit persons but would not be usable by most people during emergency situations. 
 
David Nevins, owner of several apartment buildings in State College, said he was not opposed to the 
second egress requirement but believed there were some properties where investigation was needed on 
a case by case basis.     
 
Mr. Kurtz presented slides showing odd configurations of second windows which might necessitate a 
change in the regulations.   
 
Mr. Hahn moved to approve Ordinance 1896 to extend the deadline for compliance with International 
Property Maintenance Code, Section 702.5.2, to December 31, 2008.  Ms. Lawrence seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with a 6-0-0 vote. 
 
OFFICIAL REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mayor’s Report.  Mr. Welch noted that he had welcomed the Government Financial Officers Association 
of Pennsylvania members meeting at the Nittany Lion Inn this week. 
 
President’s Report.  Ms. Goreham announced an executive session held at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, April 
25, 2008, and another to be held following this meeting, both to discuss real estate matters. 
 
Staff/Committee Reports.  Council received information on the gypsy moth spraying program.  It was 
noted that some properties in the Borough would be sprayed as early as next week.  The program was 
being run by the County and information was available on the County website on locations where 
spraying would be done. 
 
Council also received a report titled “CRCA Withdrawal:  A Framework for Cooperation” on the possible 
withdrawal from the Centre Region rental housing inspection program.  In summary, the report 
recommended that Council repeal Ordinance 1891 providing for the Borough’s withdrawal from the 
program and the Borough continue to work with the code administration office to address the concerns 
that prompted the ordinance.   
 



Council adjourned to an executive session to discuss real estate matters at 9:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
________________________ 
Cynthia S. Hanscom 
Assistant Borough Secretary 


