
Meeting Agenda 

State College Borough  
Historic Resources Commission 

February 16, 2016 

Room 241 / 7 p.m.  
  
  

 

   

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

   

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 

  
 

  

 I. Call to Order 

 II. Roll Call 

 Eric Boeldt, Chairman 
 Mary Ann Schreck, Vice-Chairman 
 Susan Bardo 
 Guido Cervone 
 Katsuhiko Muramoto 
 Gary Patterson 
 Eric White 

 III. Approval of Minutes – January 19, 2016 

IV. Chair Report 

 V. Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens 

VI. Historic Resources Commission Partial Demolition 

 A. Partial Demolition to a Contributing Building in the Holmes-Foster/Highlands 
 Historic District, 200 East Beaver Avenue, Dave Breon, Contractor 

 The Borough Planning Department received an application to demolish the 
 stone chimney. This removal is proposed due to deficiencies with the chimney 
 and it is no longer in use. Since this building is located within one of the 
 Borough’s Historic Districts, it warrants a review based on the Borough 
 ordinance which requires a review of resources listed in the 1982 Historic 
 Resources of the Centre Region or listed within a National Register Historic 
 District. Based on the 1994 survey information, this house was built in 1925. 

 Located in the R-2 Zoning District, this property is owned by Sigma Alpha 
 Epsilon, c/o R. B. Rutherford III. 

 Attached to the agenda on page 6 are photos of the existing building 
 conditions. 

 Commission Action: Review and offer any suggestions deemed appropriate.
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VII. Work Program   
 

A. 2016 Work Program 
 
The Chairman presented the Work Program developed by the Commission to 
Council on February 8, 2016.  It is anticipated that the program will be 
approved on February 15, 2016. Staff will provide an update from the Council 
meeting. 
 
The Chairman has also drafted a memo in anticipation of the Work Program 
approval for the Historical Architecture Review Board (HARB). This memo 
and the 2002 vetoed ordinance are attached to the agenda on pages 7-30.  
An additional information item related to the HARB is the necessity of having 
a design guide.  The design guide that was developed by the HRC can be 
found at this link: 
http://www.statecollegepa.us/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2724.  
 
Commission Action: Receive and discuss. 
 

VIII. Official Reports and Correspondence 
 
A. Planning Commission 

 
B. Borough Council 
 
C. Design Review Board 

 
IX. Adjournment 
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Meeting Minutes 
State College Borough  

Historic Resources Commission 
January 19, 2016 

  
The State College Borough Historic Resources Commission (HRC) met on Tuesday, 
January 19, 2016 in the State College Borough Municipal Building, 243 South Allen Street in 
Room 241. Chairman Boeldt called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 

  
Members Present  
 
Eric Boeldt, Chairman; Mary Ann Schreck, Vice-Chairman; Guido Cervone, Katsuhiko 
Muramoto and Eric White 
 
Others Present 
 
Anne Messner, Planner/Zoning Officer; Connie Randolph, Community Development Block 
Grant/Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CDBG/CAC) member and Denise Rhoads, Staff 
Assistant and other interested parties 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion to approve the December 15, 2015 minutes as submitted was made by Dr. White 
and seconded by Ms. Schreck. The vote was unanimously in favor. 

 
Chair Report 
 
Chairman Boeldt had nothing to report. 
 
Public Hour 
 
No one in the audience wished to discuss matters not on the agenda. 

 
Election of Officers 
 
A motion was made to have the current Chairman and Vice-Chairman remain the same for 
2016 by Ms. Schreck and seconded by Dr. White.  The vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
Presentation 

 
State College History Presentation 
 
Ms. Messner introduced Ms. Randolph, a resident of the Borough who has offered to 
present information on State College Borough history. 
 
Ms. Randolph asked the Commission if they are following what is happening with the 
Autoport Restaurant.  She stated she read an article in the Centre Daily Times that the 
Autoport had filed for bankruptcy and was being sold to an outside entity. 
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She noted she travels around to postcard shows trying to collect postcards pertaining to the 
local State College Borough history and presented some cards of the Autoport in past 
years. 
 
Her discussion included: 

 She stated that the Borough has to fight Penn State University (PSU) for their 
identity. 

 She stated the Autoport is a gem for State College. 

 She stated Don and Marion Meyer originally bought the building in 1936. 

 She noted back in 1940 it was a teenage hangout. 
 
Her suggestions: 

 A plaque to recognize the Autoport as the first motel in PA. 

 Make the public aware of the situation. 
 

Chairman Boeldt suggested a historical marker of some sort to commemorate this building. 
 
Work Program   
 
House Plaque – 363 Ridge Avenue 

 

Ms. Messner stated an application for 363 Ridge Avenue has been submitted by the 

property owner to purchase a plaque for their home which is located in College Heights 

Historic District. The Commission considered the following text. 

 

Sears Catalog Home  

The Lynnhaven, built 1935  

For Mary L. Willard  

A motion to approve this plaque was made by Ms. Schreck and seconded by Dr. White.  
The vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
Draft 2016 Work Program 
 
Ms. Messner noted Borough Council will review the 2016 ABC Work Programs during their 
February 8, 2016 meeting. 

 
Ms. Messner stated staff has been looking carefully, overall, to what the Planning 
Department should be concentrating on in 2016.  She discussed the five priority objectives: 

 Student home rental licenses. 

 Complete the Property Maintenance Code (PMC). 

 Make substantial progress on the State College Town Center project. 

 Continue operating the Homestead Investment Program (HIP). 

 Begin zoning update process. 
 
Ms. Messner noted the “high” priorities are: 

 Plan Reviews. 

 House Plaques. 

 Items Referred by Council. 
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 2016 State of Preservation Report. 

 Update the HRC webpage as needed. 
 
She also noted “future” activities included: 

 Initiate actions to implement a Historical Architecture Review Board (HARB). 

 Welcome opportunities to promote preservation. 

 Monitor status of the Train Station and Post House. 

 Continue to work on the expansion of the Historic Districts. 
 
Chairman Boeldt suggested adding a historical marker for the Autoport Restaurant to the 
“Other Activities” column as a medium priority. 
 
Chairman Boeldt also suggested moving the HARB up to a high priority and place it in the 
first and second quarters. 
 
Dr. White asked what the status is regarding the discussion of combining both the Design 
Review Board (DRB) and Historic Resources Commission (HRC) committees.  Ms. 
Messner stated it will be an action of Council. 
 
A motion to approve this 2016 Work Program was made by Ms. Schreck and seconded by 
Dr. White.  The vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
Official Reports and Correspondence 

 
Planning Commission (PC): Ms. Messner reported the PC will meet on Thursday.  Council 
has asked them to revisit the Inclusionary Housing (IH) ordinance regarding a proposed 
building that is looking to segregate their IH units to one area.  She noted they will also be 
looking at the fence ordinance again. 

 
Borough Council (BC): Ms. Messner reported Council had their first meeting to swear in the 
new and re-elected members. 

 
Design Review Board (DRB): Ms. Messner reported the DRB met today and reviewed two 
signs, approved their Work Program and they reviewed a wireless installation proposal. 

 
Conflict of Interest Policy: Ms. Messner noted the policy was placed in the agenda and is 
something that is distributed at the beginning of every year for information purposes only. 
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, this meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. by Dr. White 
and seconded by Ms. Schreck. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Denise L. Rhoads, Staff Assistant 
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View from South Pugh Street (Source: Google Maps) 

 

 

View from Highland Avenue (Source: Google Maps) 
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Memo       

From: Eric Boeldt  

To: Historic Research Commission members, 

 HRC agenda for 2/16/2016 meeting 

 

At the HRC’s last meeting, we agreed that moving the HARB forward toward enactment was our highest 

priority.  I delivered that message to Council on February 8th.   Assuming that council votes to approve 

the HRC’s work plan, we will work to develop a HARB ordinance.  If council disagrees with our work plan, 

we will re-analyze our functions.   

 

The HRC only meets monthly, so we HRC members will have to work diligently outside of meetings to 

learn about HARBs then write and edit a HARB ordinance.   Attached is the HARB ordinance approved by 

Borough Council in 2002 and then vetoed by the Mayor.  Please review it closely to see if there is 

anything that does not fit within the overall intent of a HARB.  {Hint:  I have over a dozen comments with 

a couple that would have made that HARB useless.} 

 

The real purpose of this memo is to help fellow HRC members find relevant information related to our 

duties.  In addition, I included some sites from Pennsylvania towns with active HARBs and web sites.  I 

think all of these are worth some review.  Pardon the un-polished nature of this memo.   

 

 

Preservation Briefs from the National Park Service    

 http://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm  

#14 New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns 

#41   Maintaining the Exterior of Small and Medium Size Historic Buildings 

 These briefs may well be of use to you and your house.  We will discuss adding links to this site 

at our meeting. 

 

The item of most interest is  

A Manual for Pennsylvania Historical Architectural Review Boards and Historical Commissions  

Go to http://www.phmc.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx  and search for HARB or use this link: 

http://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/About/Documents/Manual-PA-Historical-Architectural-

Review-Boards-Historical-Commissions.pdf    This is the 1998 version of how the HARB should be 

formed.   

 

 

I looked at many Pennsylvania HARBs to review what they were regulating and how they handled the 

process.   Some of the sites I reviewed are listed below.   

Historic Resources Commission Agenda
February 16, 2016
Page 7 of 30

http://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm
http://www.phmc.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/About/Documents/Manual-PA-Historical-Architectural-Review-Boards-Historical-Commissions.pdf
http://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/About/Documents/Manual-PA-Historical-Architectural-Review-Boards-Historical-Commissions.pdf


Page 2 of 4 
 

Mechanicsburg   
The Mechanicsburg site had by far the best.  Its Guidelines were and some notes from the sites. 

 Great reference guide which includes Guidelines.  Go to  

http://mechanicsburgborough.org/harb/  then click on HARB Guidelines.  This looks like a very 

useful manual which would probably be adaptable for State College if significantly revised. 

 Their ordinance is published on line.  It will be very useful for comparing to the State College 

ordinance during the coming year.  Their HARB went into effect about 2005. 

Lancaster:  
 City Council created a local historic district in 1967 in order to protect the city's architecture.

 http://cityoflancasterpa.com/harb    “The HARB district was created to safeguard this 

architectural heritage by establishing a thoughtful review process for all changes to the exterior 

of buildings in order to prevent hasty or inappropriate alterations or demolition. Like building 

and fire codes, historic district ordinances help to protect the health and welfare of the City.” 

 The HARB reviews all applications for new construction, demolition, and exterior alterations to 

buildings within the historic district. 

o When is a HARB review not necessary? 

The HARB does not review any interior work or exterior painting (including the choice 

of colors). General repairs and routine maintenance, and replacement of deteriorated 

features with in-like-kind materials and with an identical appearance to the original, 

does not require formal review before the HARB, but does require a permit within the 

historic district. Staff can give "administrative approval" for in-kind repairs that meet 

certain criteria. These activities include repointing of brick, in-kind replacement of roof 

shingles, and the installation of storm windows and storm doors. 

York 
 HARB is a local historic district, which is separate from the National Register Historic District.  If 

you live in the HARB District and are proposing to do any exterior work which is visible from a 

public street or alley, you must receive HARB approval before undertaking the work even if a 

permit is not required. York City Council established York’s HARB by ordinance in 1970, and its 

second in 1975. A larger HARB district, which encompasses the first two, was established 

in 2002.      http://yorkcity.org/historical-architectural-review-board  

 Read some of the agendas and meeting minutes.  Board members provided detailed information 

concerning methods, materials, and techniques for Do-It-Yourself repairs. 

Reading  
 A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is required for all new construction and exterior 

alterations to structures in a historic district that can be seen from a public right of way, 
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including those visible from public streets and alleys. The application must be completed to 

include all specifications for proposed exterior work (submit paint color samples, material 

samples, and detailed drawings illustrating finished dimensions for signs, new construction and 

alterations) 

 Repair in kind  (porch floor replacement, railing replacement) approved by Staff. 

Allentown 
 General repair and maintenance, and replacement of deteriorated features with like materials 

of the identical appearance does not require Board review. Historical Architectural Review 

Board  

When Is HARB Review Necessary? 
Any exterior changes visible from a public street or alley in the historic districts must be 

reviewed. Changes included: 

 A Change in Design - for example: adding a third floor dormer, enclosing a porch, 
replacing the existing door, putting up a satellite dish, etc. 

o A Change in Material - for example: installing vinyl or aluminum siding, replacing 
wooden railings with wrought iron, replacing wood windows with vinyl, etc. 

o A Change in Texture - for example: replacing scalloped shingles with square shingles, 
replacing decorative porch columns with straight porch columns, etc. 

o A Change in Arrangement - for example: blocking up a window, adding a new door 
opening, etc. 

Major changes such as demolition, removal of porches, construction of additions, or other 

fundamental alterations all require review. The installation of satellite dishes on 

requires review!  

 When is HARB Review NOT Necessary? 
General repair and maintenance, and replacement of deteriorated features with 

like materials of the identical appearance does not require Board review.  

Greensburg 
 Southeast of Pittsburgh  Just minutes and agenda on web site. 

Bradford 
 Application on web site but no other information 

For House Plans, fixtures, and furniture: 
Vintage Lights.com       http://www.vintagelights.com/  
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 Click on “Old Catalogs” for house parts including lights, bath fixtures, and furniture.  You have to 

register for access but there is no charge.    
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