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Meeting Agenda 

State College Borough Design Review Board 

August 1, 2016 

Room 241 / 10 a.m. 
  
  

 

 

 I. Call to Order 

 II. Roll Call 

 Richard Bryant, Chair 
 Bond Reinhardt, Vice Chair 
 Richard Devon 
 Alexandra Staub 
 Vacant 

 III. Approval of Minutes – July 19, 2016 

IV. Chair Report 

 V. Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens 

VI. Work Program 

 A. Consolidation of the Design Review Board and the Historic Resources 
 Commission 

 Council is to consider the idea of consolidating the work of the Historic 
 Resources Commission with the Design Review Board.  The idea behind this 
 consolidation would be providing a review body that is more consistent with the 
 traditional review process of land development plans and alterations to historic 
 resources in other municipalities. 

 During the July 12, 2016 Historic Resources Commission meeting, the 
 Commission reviewed the concept and had the following comments to offer:

  Generally felt not prepared to make a recommendation to Council without 
 additional thought. 

  Suggested not merging the two right now just because there might be 
 some quorum issues.  It was thought merging the two is more of an 
 efficiency issue.  It was stated it does not seem to be a compelling issue 
 for Council given the other items that need their attention. 

  Comments were made regarding the compatibility of merging the two 
 boards when one is focused on historic preservation and the other is 
 design.
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 Concern was expressed with merging the two how this would impact the 
development of a HARB. 

 

 Ms. Messner asked this Commission, should both boards merge, would 
this board be willing to move their meeting up to 10 a.m. on the first and 
third Tuesdays to match the DRB.  Some members are not able to 
accommodate this request. So alternative meeting times might be needed. 

 

 Ms. Messner noted it does require a change of legislation which presents 
some timing challenges but could be addressed. 

 
Attached to the agenda are the roles and duties of the DRB and the HRC on 
pages 6-11. 
 
Design Review Board Action: Review and discuss.  If warranted a 
recommendation to Council can be offered. 

 
VII. Official Reports and Correspondence 

  
A. Borough Council 

 
B. Planning Commission 

 
VIII. Adjournment 
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Meeting Minutes 

State College Borough Design Review Board 

July 19, 2016 

  
The State College Borough Design Review Board (DRB) met on Tuesday, July 19, 2016 
in the State College Borough Municipal Building, 243 South Allen Street in Room 241. 
Vice-Chairman Bond Reinhardt called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. 

  
Members present  
 
Bond Reinhardt, Vice-Chairman; Richard Devon, and Sandra Staub.  
  
Others Present: 
 
Jenna Wargo, Planner; Alan Sam, Arborist; Sarah Smith, Staff Assistant; Mark Saville, 
Sweetland Engineering; Dwayne Rush, Eric Boeldt, Steven Watson, and Margaret Gray.  
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
The Board reviewed the minutes from the June 7th and June 21st Design Review Board 
meetings. There was a minor correction on the minutes from June 7th, which would be 
corrected. Mr. Devon made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected and Ms. 
Staub seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously in favor.  
 
Chair Report  
 
Chairman Bryant was not in attendance so there was no Chair Report.  
  
Public Hour  
 
No one in the audience wished to discuss items not on the agenda.  

 
Land Development Plan  

 
Final Plan New Academic Building, Replacement of Fenske Lab for Chemical 
Engineering and Biomedical Engineering, UPD Sub district 5 Zoning District, The 
Pennsylvania State University, owner; Sweetland Engineering, Engineer; and HOK, 
Architect 
  
Mr. Saville’s highlights included: 

 There was a note added to the Land Development Plan which explained the 
parking. The displaced parking area would be absorbed by the adjacent service 
parking areas and the Eisenhower Parking Deck.  

 The plans showed the existing utilities and trees.  

 The Plan included a minimalistic approach to impervious surface and the plan 
decreased the impervious surface by over 5,000 square feet. 

 The stormwater plan included a subsurface retention center and the inclusion of 
a new rain garden.  
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 The pedestrian access will be maintained while the building is under 
construction. 

 The new plan would create connectivity with the Greenway across campus.  

 The north elevation included changes to help offset flat face and to give it more 
character. 

 The lower level included a lecture hall and lab spaces. 

 The first level included lab spaces, office spaces, and lecture spaces. In addition, 
it included main entrances and the green roof.  

 The upper levels included lab spaces.   
 

 
Boards’ comments included: 

 The storm water retention was not noted on the legend. It should be included to 
show what that shading depicted.   

 Inquired if the sidewalk continued all the way past the building. (The sidewalk did 
continue. It was just under the tree canopy on the plan sheet.)   

 Inquired about the setback of the mechanical systems on the roof and inquired if 
it would be possible to hide the superstructure in a more aesthetic manner in 
order to mitigate the impact on the building. (The lab space causes a lot of the 
difficulties in changing the aesthetics due to the need for additional vents, etc. It 
was mentioned that the penthouse had shrouding so the mechanicals were not 
exposed. It was noted that due to elevations and setback, the penthouse would 
not be visible. The plan included tying in the Zinc exterior, a differentiation in the 
materials and a big setback which limit the visibility of it.) Ms. Staub inquired if 
the exterior materials and the vents would be difficult to keep clear of dirt.  

 Inquired if the air in the superstructure would be treated. (The air was not treated, 
but was being drawn out by a fan). 

 Inquired if the green roof had been included for stormwater management. (It was 
not included for that, but to mitigate the heat island effect and a muting effect. 
They had not included it because they had not wanted it in the DEP permit so 
that they could modify it if they wished to without reapplying to the DEP.) 

 Inquired about the mechanicals, if the building would be using standard louvers, 
and what the superstructure would look like over time. (Using horizontal 
architectural louvers in order to include a rain screen and maximize air flow.)  

 Inquired about the warm air that was being exhausted. (They are maximizing 
energy reintroduction in all ways possible.) 

 Inquired what LEED status they were attempting to achieve with the building.  
(They were targeting Silver, but hoping to get Gold.) 

 Mentioned that the building was very well done overall.  

 Noted that even mechanicals could be well designed by including an element to 
integrate it into the façade and make the superstructure a part of the building.  

 Suggested making the drawings as clear as possible in order to show how the 
building makes improvements.  

 Noted that 3D drawings were helpful and stated that including some renderings 
that would focus on landscaping would be beneficial. 
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Mr. Sam inquired as to where the rain garden would be located and Mr. Rush explained 
that it was part of the landscaping plan. Mr. Sam inquired if the applicant had received 
any feedback from the engineers on the functionality of the rain garden. Mr. Rush noted 
that there is a significant increase to the maintenance, but there had not been much 
water quality research on the water that goes back into the stormwater system. Mr. 
Devon suggested that maintaining the rain garden would be a good project for a student 
club. Mr. Rush stated that since it was an urban structure and an urban area, the 
additional maintenance required there be a lining underneath which would make the 
maintenance and landscaping difficult for a student club to keep up with.  
Mr. Boeldt had a suggestion to include horizontal and vertical lines that could mimic the 
façade so as to appear to be an extension of the building. Mr. Rush noted that the south 
side of the building included some lines in the façade.   
 
Mr. Devon made a motion to approve the Land Development Plan and Ms. Staub 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously in favor.  
 
Official Reports and Correspondence 
 
Ms. Wargo reported on the North Atherton Street improvements and stated that the 
Board could become a party if they wished to complete an application. She stated that 
Ms. Messner thought the Board might be interested since the improvements went 
through the College Heights Historic District and that Ms. Messner could be the liaison 
for the Board. Mr. Boeldt stated that he thought the street was going to be widened 
slightly. Ms. Staub inquired if the sidewalks were going to be removed. Mr. Sam stated 
that the lanes were nonconforming and the project was to bring the lanes into current 
standards. In addition, he thought that the project would include the building of retaining 
walls in certain areas. Mr. Devon stated that the Board was interested in aesthetics not 
in the historic aspect. The Board overall decided that they did not wish to be a party.  
 
 
Mr. Boeldt inquired about an agenda item that he had thought was going to be 
discussed which was the possible merging of the Design Review Board and the Historic 
Resources Commission. Mr. Boeldt noted that the reason for the suggestion was 
partially due to the difficulty for getting quorum. Ms. Wargo explained that it was 
previously on the agenda, but the discussion would be postponed since Ms. Messner 
was not in attendance.  
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 10:43 a.m. by a 
motion from Mr. Devon and second from Ms. Staub. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Sarah E. Smith, Staff Assistant 
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Excerpts from the Administrative Code of the Borough of State College.  
 

PART I 
 

Authorities, Boards and Commissions 
 
  
 
Section 918.  Historic Resources Commission.  There is hereby established a 
Historic Resources Commission, governed by the following provisions: 
 

a. Mission.  It is the mission of the Commission to: 
 

(1) to advise Borough Council on matters pertaining to historic 
resources; 

(2) identify historic resources within the Borough of State College; 
(3) advocate for the preservation of these historic resources; and  
(4) serve as a clearinghouse for information and education on 

historic resources in the community and the preservation 
thereof.   

(Ordinance 1461, February 14, 1995, Section 1.) 
 

b.  Membership and Vacancies.  The Commission shall consist of 7 
members.  Members shall be appointed by Council and, initially, 3 shall be 
appointed for terms of two years and 4 for terms of four years; thereafter, their 
successors shall be appointed for terms of four years.  Vacancies, which occur 
for reasons other than the expiration of terms, shall be filled for the period of the 
unexpired term.  One member may be a member of the Design Review Board 
(DRB). 
 

In making appointments to the Historic Resources Commission, Council 
shall seek individuals who possess qualities of impartiality, maturity and broad 
judgment and in whom the community at large may be expected to have 
confidence.  Appointments shall be made in such a way as to maintain on the 
Commission at all times at least 4 members who shall have expertise in one of 
the following areas: historic preservation, real estate, local history and 
architecture. 
 

Members of the Commission shall serve without pay but may be 
reimbursed for actual expenses incident to the performance of their duties within 
the limits of funds available to the Commission. (Ordinance 1461, February 14, 
1995, Section 2.) 
 

c.  Organization, Rules, Meetings and Records.  Within 30 days of its 
appointment, the Commission shall meet, elect a Chair and create and fill such 
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other offices as it may determine appropriate.  The term of the Chair and other 
officers shall be one year, and they shall be eligible for re-election.   
 

The Commission shall adopt rules for the transaction of its business and 
shall keep a record of its resolutions, discussions, findings and 
recommendations, and these records shall be open to the public.   
 

The Commission shall hold at least 4 meetings annually.  For the purpose 
of taking any official action, there shall be present a quorum of 4 members.  
 

All meetings of the Commission shall be conducted in conformity with 
Pennsylvania's Sunshine Act.  All records shall be retained in conformity with 
applicable record retention regulations as promulgated by the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission.  (Ordinance 1461, February 14, 1995, 
Section 3.) 
 

d.  Powers and Duties of the Commission.  The Commission shall have 
the following powers and duties: 
 
   (1)  Complete and maintain an inventory of historic properties and 
resources in the Borough of State College. 
 
   (2)  Develop and disseminate information regarding the identification, 
preservation, maintenance and restoration of historic properties and resources in 
the Borough of State College. 
 
   (3)  Cooperate with other organizations in activities furthering the 
preservation and/or restoration of historic resources in the Borough of State 
College. 
 
   (4)  Serve as an advisory resource for Borough Council and other 
Authorities, Boards, and Commissions, property owners and the general public 
when addressing issues that involve historic resources in the Borough of State 
College. 
 
   (5)  Maintain coordination with the Centre County Historical Society 
and other organizations established to further the preservation and restoration of 
historic resources. 
 
   (6)  Cooperate with historic preservation initiatives in neighboring 
municipalities and the Pennsylvania State University. 
 
   (7)  Serve as the Borough's liaison with the Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission. 
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   (8)  Investigate the feasibility of establishing a revolving fund to assist 
in the acquisition and resale of historic properties to ensure they do not lose the 
characteristics that qualify them as historic.   
 
   (9)  Prepare recommendations on amending the BOCA Codes as they 
apply to historic buildings. 
 
(Ordinance 1461, February 14, 1995, Section 4.) 
 

e.  Relationship with the DRB and Planning Commission.  Borough 
Council has established the Historic Resources Commission to further the 
preservation of historic resources within the Borough.  The Commission shall 
assist the DRB and Planning Commission with their review of land development 
plans affecting a property located in a National Register Historic District or listed 
in the Historic Resources of the Centre Region, prepared in 1982 by the Centre 
Regional Planning Commission.  As specified in the State College Zoning 
Ordinance, upon receipt of a concept or final land development plan from the 
Planning Department, the Commission shall advise the DRB at the DRB’s next 
regularly-scheduled meeting of the historic and architectural significance of the 
property affected and of the effect of the proposed land development on this 
historic and architectural significance.  (Ordinance 1461, February 14, 1995, 
Section 5, as amended by Ordinance 1523, February 20, 1997.) 
 

f.  Staff.  The Planning Director shall serve as Secretary of the 
Commission.  The Planning Director or his/her designee shall attend all meetings 
of the Commission.  The Commission shall receive staff support from the 
Municipality as assigned by the Borough Manager.  The staff support shall 
provide administrative, clerical, research and other appropriate support to the 
Commission.  (Ordinance 1461, February 14, 1995, Section 6.) 
 
 
Section 919. Design Review Board (DRB) 
 

a. Establishment. Council hereby establishes a Design Review Board, 
hereinafter 
referred to as the DRB, and ordains that it be governed by the following 
provisions: (Ordinance 758660, February 2, 1970, Introductory Section.) 
 

b. Membership and Vacancies. The DRB shall consist of 5members, 
who shall be residents of the Municipality. Members shall be appointed by 
Council to staggered terms of 4 years. Vacancies that occur for reasons other 
than the expiration of terms shall be filled for the 
period of the unexpired term. 
 
In making appointments to the board, Council shall seek persons who possess 
qualities of impartiality, maturity and broad judgment and in whom the community 
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at large may be expected to have confidence. Appointments shall be made in 
such a way as to maintain on the board at all times at least 2 members who have 
had special training or experience in a design profession. 
 
Members of the board shall serve without pay but may be reimbursed for actual 
expenses incident to the performance of their duties within the limits of funds 
available to the board. 
(Ordinance 758, February 2, 1970, Section 1, as amended by Ordinance 1513, 
December 23,1996, and by Ordinance 1767, January 8, 2004, Section 1.) 
 

c. Organization, Rules, Meetings and Records. Within 30 days 
following its appointment, the DRB shall meet and elect a Chairman. It shall 
create and fill such other offices as it may determine. The term of the Chairman 
and other officers shall be 1 year and they shall be eligible for reelection. The 
board shall adopt rules for the transaction of its business and shall keep a record 
of its resolutions, discussions, findings and recommendations and these records 
shall be open to the public. The board shall hold at least 6 meetings annually, all 
of which shall be open to the public. For the purpose of taking any official action, 
a quorum of members shall be present. (Ordinance 758, February 2, 1970, 
Section 2, as amended by Ordinance 1767,January 8, 2004, Section 2.) 
 

d. Powers and Duties of the Board. The DRB shall have the following 
responsibilities: 
 

(1) To make studies and inventory of the visual assets and liabilities of the 
community, including surveys of an appropriate nature and to suggest 
standards and policies of design for the entire community, any 
neighborhood thereof or any individual project to be undertaken therein. 

 
(2) To seek to coordinate the activities of individuals, organizations and 
groups, both public and private, whose plans, activities and programs bear 
upon the appearance of the Municipality and its environs and to provide 
leadership and guidance in matters of design and appearance when 
requested to do so. 

 
(3) To initiate, promote and assist in the implementation of programs of 
general community beautification in the Municipality and its environs. 

 
(4) To prepare both general and specific plans for the improved 
appearance of the Municipality. Such plans may include the entire 
community or any part thereof and may include private as well as public 
property. Such plans shall set forth desirable standards and goals for the 
aesthetic enhancement of the Municipality or any part thereof, including 
public ways and areas, open spaces and public and private buildings and 
projects. 
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(5) To participate in appropriate ways in the implementation of such plans. 
To this end, the following specific duties are conferred upon the board: 

 
(a) To request from the officials of any public agency, including the 

Municipality, The Pennsylvania State University, the Recreation Board, the 
School Board, the County Board, all public utilities and any state or federal 
agency, its plans for public buildings, facilities or projects in the 
Municipality or its environs and to review such plans and make 
recommendations regarding their aesthetic suitability to the Planning 
Commission or appropriate agency. 

 
(b) In conducting its review, the board shall review such plans in a 

prompt and expeditious manner. All recommendations of the board 
concerning any public project shall be in writing and copies of said 
recommendations shall be transmitted promptly to the Council and 
affected agency. 

 
(c) To review and make recommendations on the aesthetic and 

design suitability of any private development proposals which are 
submitted to it and the Planning Commission. All recommendations 
concerning the private development plans shall be prepared promptly and 
submitted in writing to the Planning Commission. 

 
(d) To formulate and recommend to the Planning Commission and 

Council such ordinances and amendments to existing ordinances 
(including the Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision regulations and other local 
ordinances regulating the use and development of property), as will, in the 
opinion of the board, serve to enhance the appearance of the Municipality 
and its environs. 

 
(e) To seek, through any appropriate means, voluntary adherence 

to the standards and policies of its plans. 
 

(f) To study and make recommendations to Council concerning 
implementation of the powers conferred upon the board by this ordinance. 

 
(g) To promote public interest and understanding of its 

recommendations, studies and plans and, to that end, to prepare, publish 
and distribute such studies and reports as will advance the cause of 
improved community appearance. 

 
(h) To conduct such public meetings and hearings as may be 

deemed, giving reasonable notice to the public thereof at which the 
programs, progress, problems and policies of the board shall be 
presented, and at which the public at large shall be invited to express itself 
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on matters relating to the Municipality's appearance. (Ordinance 758, 
February 2, 1970, Section 3.) 

 
e. Staff. Within the limits of funds available to it, the DRB may 

recommend to Council 
 

(1) employment of a Director (who may be the Planning Director) 
and such other employees and staff as may be necessary for the 
performance of the responsibilities authorized herein;  

 
(2) the establishment of contracts with persons, firms or 

corporations for special or technical services or contracts with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or the federal government for such 
services and other benefits which may be available from such agencies 
and to carry out the provisions of such contracts or agreements. 

 
Members or employees of the DRB, when authorized by the board, 

may attend urban and community design conferences, meetings, schools 
and institutes and the board may, by formal and affirmative vote, pay, 
within the board's Budget, the reasonable expenses incident to such 
attendance. (Ordinance 758, February 2, 1970, Section 4.) 
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