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 I. Call to Order 

 II. Roll Call 

 Eric Boeldt, Chairman 
 Mary Ann Schreck, Vice-Chairman 
 Susan Bardo 
 Guido Cervone 
 Katsuhiko Muramoto 
 Gary Patterson 
 Eric White 

 III. Approval of Minutes – February 29, 2016 

 IV. Chair Report 

 V. Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens 

 VI. Work Program 

 A. 2016 Work Program 

 The Chairman presented the Work Program developed by the Commission to 
 Council on February 8, 2016.  It is anticipated that the program will be 
 approved on March 14, 2016. 

 The Chairman has drafted a new memo in anticipation of the Work Program 
 approval for the Historical Architecture Review Board (HARB). This memo 
 and the 2002 vetoed ordinance are attached to the agenda on pages 5-26.  

 Commission Action: Receive memorandum, review and discuss. 

 VII. Official Reports and Correspondence 

 A. Planning Commission 

 B. Borough Council 

 C. Design Review Board 

VIII. Adjournment
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Meeting Minutes 

State College Borough 
Historic Resources Commission 
Rescheduled February 29, 2016 

 

The State College Borough Historic Resources Commission (HRC) met on Monday, 
February 29, 2016 in the State College Borough Municipal Building, 243 South Allen 
Street in Room 241. Chairman Boeldt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

  
Members Present  
 
Eric Boeldt, Chairman; Susan Bardo, Katsuhiko Muramoto, Gary Patterson and Eric 
White 
 
Others Present 
 
Anne Messner, Planner/Zoning Officer; David Breon, Contractor and Denise Rhoads, 
Staff Assistant 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion to approve the January 19, 2016 minutes as submitted was made by Dr. White 
and seconded by Chairman Boeldt. The vote was unanimously in favor. 

 
Chair Report 
 
Chairman Boeldt stated he presented the Work Program to Council on February 8.  He 
stated that Council had not seen the memorandum that had been distributed so the 
discussion was tabled until the Council meeting on March 14. 
 
Chairman Boeldt noted a home at 531 W. Fairmount Avenue had requested a plaque 
and the home just sold for one million dollars. 

  
Public Hour 
 
No one was in the audience who wished to discuss matters not on the agenda. 

 
Historic Resources Commission Partial Demolition 
    
Partial Demolition to a Contributing Building in the Holmes-Foster/Highlands Historic 
District, 200 East Beaver Avenue, Dave Breon, Contractor 
 
Mr. Breon, Contractor for this proposal, gave a brief overview of his proposal.  He 
distributed a memorandum that included some additional pictures of the work that will 
be done. 
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His comments included: 
 This property is owned by Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 
 This removal is proposed due to deficiencies with the chimney that is no 

longer in use.  
 All windows will be replaced on the third floor 
 They will need to run power to the third floor. 
 They will need to make sure it is ADA accessible by installing one 

handicapped parking space and replacing a set of doors. 
 They will be fixing an existing stone wall along the streetscape and make 

some improvements as well. 
 
Dr. White asked if the wall on Pugh Street would be fixed.  Mr. Breon stated, at this 
time, it will not be repaired. 
 
Mr. Muramoto asked if there will be an ADA ramp and Mr. Breon stated yes, there will 
be one. 
  
Dr. White asked if they will be adding rooms to the third floor.  Mr. Breon stated yes and 
they will also be adding a restroom. 
 
Commissioners’ comments included: 
 
Chairman Boeldt stated he would rather the chimney did not come down. 
 
Work Program   

 
2016 Work Program 

 
Ms. Messner noted the Chairman had also drafted a memorandum in anticipation of the 
Work Program approval for the Historical Architecture Review Board (HARB).  
 
Chairman Boeldt stated he did some research of surrounding communities that already 
have a HARB in place such as Mechanicsburg, Lancaster, York, Reading and 
Allentown. 
 
Commissioners’ comments included: 
 

 Mr. Muramoto had a question about the membership portion of a HARB.  He 
noted that if State College cannot find three professionals to be on the Board 
it would be a moot point in forming one.  Ms. Messner stated it could be risky 
in trying to enact one if we could not find three professionals. 
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Chairman Boeldt asked the members to take a look at the HARB for both the 
Pennsylvania ordinance and the State College ordinance that was vetoed then bring 
comments back to the next meeting. 
 
Ms. Messner stated the members could email her their comments as well and she 
would draft something for the next meeting. 
 
Official Reports and Correspondence 

 
Planning Commission (PC): Ms. Messner reported the PC has discussed 3 ordinances 
in the last three months: 1) fence ordinance, 2) removing Ph.D. candidates from the 
Student Home List; and 3) proposed construction and where to place affordable units 
for the Rise Building.  All of the above will be on Council’s March 14 meeting agenda. 

 
Borough Council (BC): Ms. Messner reported Council will be reviewing the Work 
Programs.   

 
Design Review Board (DRB): Ms. Messner reported the DRB is going to review a 
revised East Halls which includes renovations for Findlay Dining Halls.  The Ag 
Engineering building has a new building proposed.  They are also looking at the annual 
Holtzman Award.   
 
Dr. White asked what can be done about the stone walls within the Borough that need 
to be fixed.  Ms. Messner stated the zoning ordinance does not have anything 
pertaining to maintaining these types of problems.  She noted it would be the Centre 
Region Code Administration that could possibly do something about this matter. 
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m. was 
made by Ms. Bardo and seconded by Dr. White.   
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Denise L. Rhoads, Staff Assistant 
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Memo 

From:  Eric Boeldt       

To:  Historic Resources Commission and staff members 

Subject:   Comparison of State College vetoed ordinance and Pennsylvania model ordinance. 

 

The more I looked at the two ordinances, the more convinced I became that we should start with the PA model ordinance 

and edit that one as necessary.    The PA model is better organized and is easier to defend.  Also, I found nothing 

significantly inappropriate in the ordinance. 

 

¶ = Paragraph number Vetoed = State College vetoed ordinance PA = Pennsylvania model ordinance 

 

Pa Model 
Section 

 Comment 

Article I Legal authority and purpose  

 The PA and the SC versions match.  

Article II Definitions  

 
 
 
 
 
200 ¶ A 

 Alteration – “Any act or process requiring a 
building permit and any other act or process not 
requiring a building permit but specifically listed in 
this article as a reviewable action, including without 
limitation the repair, replacement, reconstruction, 
demolition or relocation of any structure or object, or 
any part of a structure which is visible from the public 
way.” 
 
 

 
What requires a building permit in State 
College?   The borough web site is not clear 
as to what work requires a building permit. 
    
Interior work is included in these 
definitions.   Change to “Any exterior 
change …” here or in some other place. 
 
 

200  L A definition of “Sign” is not needed in our ordinance 
because our district is only residential, but leave in for 
reference. 

 

 In-Kind Replacement in the Vetoed ordinance:    
“Items that will approximate the dimensions and 
detailing of the original architectural features of a 
building, using original or alternative materials.” 
 

 
The term is used only twice in the PA 
version.  If used in the new SC ordinance, 
we will need to carefully review this 
definition. 

Article III Delineation of district  

    This will match the historic district boarders.  
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Article IV HARB membership and duties  

400 Membership of HARB is as required by Act of 1961.  
However, more members may be included. 

Three professionals and  at least two  
others. Quorum is 50%, vote by majority of 
those present. 

401 C  
Removal of members 

Removal of members for non-
attendance should be specifically stated 
as a reason for replacement. 

401 D An annual report is not required by the Act, but is a 
good idea. 

We could require reports every two or 
three years but suggest annual.    ? 

401  F   Should meet monthly as needed. We may have an application free month. 

 
401  G 

The annual training requirement should be removed 
or changed to a recommendation.   It is hard to find 
useful and cheap training. 

Removing this requirement will save 
money. 

402  Other duties of HARB All of these are good to include. 

  Note that section 400 of the vetoed 
ordinance does not exist in the PA model.     
 Section 401 of vetoed can be found in section 
600 of the PA version. 

  

Article V   

Section 
500 

Design guidelines   

500  H Saving architectural features is not mandated.   Since there is no room for storage, we 
can suggest transport to Restore in 
Bellefonte or delete this section. 

Section 
501 

Signs We should delete this whole section 
because we have no commercial area in 
district and that is covered by zoning and 
Design Review Board. 

Article VI Application review procedure  

  What requires a building permit in State 
College?   The borough web site is not clear 
as to what work requires a building permit. 
 At least the web site needs more 
FAQs to help with this determination 
 

Article VII Economic Hardship  

 This area can be a sore point.  Most people hate to 
tell their financial business. 

 

   

Article VII Demolition by Neglect   

  Is a wall along the sidewalk a structure? 

   

Article IX Administration, enforcement, violations  

903 Repealer  “All ordinances or parts of ordinances 

inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.” 

So does this repeal stuff in the zoning 
ordinance or in this ordinance?  Or is this 
just lawyer talk for something? 
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