Meeting Agenda
State College Borough Design Review Board
February 16, 2016
Room 241 / 10 a.m.
 
 
I. Call to Order
 

II. Roll Call  
Richard Bryant, Chair
Justin Wheeler, Vice-Chair

Richard Devon
Bond Reinhardt
Alexandra Staub
III. Approval of Minutes – February 2, 2016
IV. Chair Report
 

V. Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens 
VI. Land Development Plan – none
VII. Signs

A. Fraser Centre Sign Variance Request, 118 South Fraser Street , Gary Brandeis, Fraser Partners LLC, owner, CID Zoning District        

Fraser Partners, LLC, owners of Fraser Centre, located at 118 S. Fraser St., will have multiple tenants and are requesting variances for building signage.  They seek variances from the sign height limit of 25 s.f. (Section 106. Limit on Height), the sign calculation (Section 107. Limit on Sign Area) and the number of signs (Section 105. Limit on Number of Signs).  Tenant One is requesting a height variance of 11 ft.; an area variance of 55 ft. Tenant Two is seeking height variances of 11 ft. 4 in. and 12 ft. 4 in.; an area variance of 173 ft.; and a variance on the sign limitation to be permitted to have 3 additional signs.  Tenant Three is seeking a height variance of 32 ft.  and an area variance of 46’.  The mixed use building presently under construction is located in the CID Zoning District.
Since the owner requests variances from the sign ordinance prior to Zoning Hearing Board, Design Review Board is required to review the request.  The intent from Section 101.b. of the sign ordinance is provided below.

General Intent. The sign regulations, controls and provisions set forth in this

ordinance are made in accordance with an overall plan and program for the public safety, area development, preservation of property values and the general welfare of the Municipality and are intended to: aid in traffic control and traffic safety; preserve and protect property values; lessen congestion of land and air space; provide against undue concentrations of signs which distract and endanger traffic safety and traffic flow; establish reasonable standards for commercial and other advertising through the use of signs in order to maintain and encourage business activity and area development; avoid uncontrolled proliferation of signs; recognize the rights of the public in roads, streets, highways and the areas adjacent to those roads, streets and highways; preserve the wholesome and attractive character of the Municipality; and to recognize that the general welfare includes a community plan that shall be beautiful as well as healthy, spacious, as well as clean and well-balanced in its growth and development. In considering the application, the DRB may not consider reasons of economic hardship.

Copies of the letter explaining the request and renderings of the proposal are provided on pages 9-19.

DRB Action: Provide feedback on the signs design, placement and effectiveness. DRB review is required before a variance can be considered by the Zoning Hearing Board.  A formal motion is required. 
VIII. Work Program

A. 2016 Holtzman Award

The Ingrid P. Holtzman award is given at the annual ABC dinner to an individual or organization that provides a quality design project to the community. 

The design project can meet many of the following guidelines: 

· Incorporates local artwork 

· Provides a public space for community for events or is a charitable use (i.e. affordable housing)

· Uses elegant building materials, innovated plantings, and sustainable products 

· Blends neighborhoods and maintains the historic character of the property/or neighborhood 

· Provides a nice site and has outstanding design features 

· Is deemed a benchmark project

 

Additional information on the award is provided on pages 20-22. The link to view previous recipients is http://www.statecollegepa.us/index.aspx?NID=1728 .

DRB Action:   Discuss possible candidates for the 2016 Holtzman Award.

IX. Official Reports and Correspondence

 
A. Borough Council

B. Planning Commission

X. Adjournment

