
Meeting Agenda 

State College Borough Design Review Board 

January 19, 2016 

Room 241 / 10 a.m. 
  
  

I. Call to Order 
  

II. Roll Call   
 
Richard Bryant, Chair 
Justin Wheeler, Vice-Chair 
Richard Devon 
W. Bond Reinhardt, new member 
Alexandra Staub, new member 

 
III. Approval of Minutes – December 15, 2015 

 
IV. Chair Report 

  
V. Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens  

 
VI. Election of Officers 

 
VII. Signs 

 
A. Replacement Sign, St. Vincent DePaul Store, 526 Westerly Parkway, CP3 

Zoning District 
 

Attached to the agenda is a copy of the proposed sign. The sign is proposed 
to replace the original sign. The sign area meets the ordinance requirements.  

 
The proposed sign is attached on pages 8-9. 

 
Design Review Board Action (DRB): Provide feedback on the sign’s design, 
placement and effectiveness. Because the property is located in a planned 
commercial district, DRB review is required before the permit can be issued. 
Authority for issuing the permit is vested with staff. A formal motion is 
required. 

 
B. Replacement Ground Pole Sign, Office Building, South Allen Street, CP2 

Zoning District 
 

Attached to the agenda is a copy of the proposed sign. The sign is proposed 
to replace the original sign. The sign area meets the ordinance requirements.  

 
The proposed sign is attached on page 10. 
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Design Review Board Action (DRB): Provide feedback on the sign’s design, 
placement and effectiveness. Because the property is located in a planned 
commercial district, DRB review is required before the permit can be issued. 
Authority for issuing the permit is vested with staff. A formal motion is 
required. 

 
VIII. Work Program 

 
A. Review of Borough-owned Streetlight Poles for Wireless Installations by 

Crown Castle 
 
On November 2, 2015, Council received the proposal for the installations in 
the public right-of-way. The purpose of the installation to enhance the 
wireless network and serve the immediate area of each installation. The 
applicant has reviewed the aesthetic of the community and has selected an 
installation that is not intended to detract from the existing light installations. 
The installations are proposed to be installed on existing infrastructure in the 
right-of-way. 
 
Attached to the agenda on pages 11-17 are select sheets from the Crown 
Castle submission. The information provided shows a map showing the 
proposed installation locations as well as a photo simulation and a 
construction drawing for Fraser Street and West College Avenue, High Street 
and East Beaver Avenue and West Nittany Avenue and South Atherton Street 
intersections. 
 
Design Review Board Action: Receive and review the proposed installation.  
This review is advisory and comments can be made on the proposal but are 
not required. 

 
B. Draft 2016 Work Program 

 
Borough Council will review the 2016 ABC Work Programs during their 
February 8, 2016 meeting. In order to prepare the DRB’s program to meet 
this deadline, the DRB and staff will begin to discuss the 2016 Work Program 
during this meeting. The Board can approve the program to forward to 
Borough Council during this meeting or the February 2, 2016 meeting. 

 
Page 18 include a draft of staff’s recommendation for the 2016 Work 
Program. 

 
Design Review Board Action: Review the drafted 2016 Work Program and 
discuss.  If needed, provide feedback to staff in order to update the draft 
program for approval at the February, 2016 meeting. If no revisions are 
necessary, the DRB may vote to forward the program to Council. 
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IX. Official Reports and Correspondence 
  

A. Tree Plan Update – Alan Sam, Borough Arborist will present an updated 
Municipal Tree Plan.  

 

B. Borough Council 
 
C. Planning Commission 

 
D. Conflict of Interest Policy 

 
X. Adjournment 
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Meeting Minutes 

State College Borough Design Review Board 

December 15, 2015 

   
The State College Borough Design Review Board (DRB) met on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 
in the State College Borough Municipal Building, 243 South Allen Street in Room 241. Chairman 
Bryant called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Members present  
 
Chairman Rick Bryant, Richard Devon, Ute Poerschke and Justin Wheeler 
 
Others Present: 
 
Anne Messner, Planner/Zoning; Alan Sam, Environmental Coordinator/Arborist; Richard 
O’Donald, Penn State University, OPP (PSU); Mark Saville and David Pike, Sweetland 
Engineering; John Nolan, DLA Architects; Paul King, EYP Architecture & Engineering; Mara 
Baird, MLB & Co. and Denise Rhoads, Staff Assistant 
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
Mr. Devon made a motion to approve the November 17, 2015 minutes as submitted and Ms. 
Poerschke seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
Chair Report 
 
Chairman Bryant had nothing to report. 
 
Public Hour  
 
No one in the audience wished to discuss items not on the agenda.  

 
Land Development Plan  

 
Final Land Development Plan for New Residence Hall Building and Renovations with 
Additions to Existing Residence Halls for the East Halls Complex, The Pennsylvania 
State University, owner, UPD Zoning District, Sub district 5, Sweetland Engineering, 
Engineer and DLA Architecture and Mackley Mitchell Architects, Architects 

 
Mr. O’Donald’s presentation included: 

 The proposed project is located on the north side of campus within the East 
Halls Housing complex. This is part of a multi-phased project to renovate the 
existing residence halls and provide swing space for student residents until all 
of the residence halls are renovated. This land development is phase one and 
includes the construction of one residence hall and the renovation of five 
residence halls.  Four of the residence halls will also have modest expansions 
as part of the renovation work. The new building is a 6-story dormitory for 
approximately 360 students on the existing open space north of Findlay Hall. 
 

Design Reveiw Board Agenda
January 19, 2016
Page 4 of 22



 The residence halls that will be renovated and expanded as part of this phase 
are Brumbaugh, Pinchot, Sproul and Tener.  Stuart Hall is proposed to be 
renovated with no expansion to the building footprint. 

 Some parking will be removed and relocated in the East Hall complex. 
 
Mr. Saville discussed the site plan and his comments included: 

 Infrastructures are developed through a tunnel system developed years ago.  
It has been a plus for them to be able to save the current trees and landscape 
by using these tunnels.   

 They will be routing new utilities through the tunnels.   

 There will be a net reduction of impervious area for this site and a small 
portion will drain into Thompson Run.   

 Some storm water infrastructure will be on site.   

 They will increase elements of bike storage.   

 They will be reducing the basketball court areas. 

 There will be a large plaza space in the middle of all these buildings.  This will 
be used as a significant gathering space especially for freshman. 

 
Mr. Nolan’s presentation included: 

 Their desire is to enhance the character of the building.   

 They would like to develop vertical glass areas that will enclose lounge 
spaces on each floor.   

 There will be two different wings with approximately 30 beds on each wing.   

 Some of the materials they will be using are cast stone water table at the 
base, buff brick to match the lighter color brick  with field brick mixed in and 
cast stone on the top of the parapet,  

 Mr. Nolan noted the amenities are comparable in each building. 
 
Commissioners’ comments included: 

 Mr. Devon really likes the glass and asked if they will be using a low reflective 
glass.  Mr. Nolan stated yes.   

 Ms. Poerschke asked why the new building is six stories.  Mr. O’Donald 
stated the mechanicals on the building contributed to part of it. 

 Chairman Bryant stated he did not like the pathways leading to the new 
residence hall.   

 Chairman Bryant asked if the same lines will be kept when working on the 
other buildings.  Mr. O’Donald stated yes. 

 Ms. Poerschke stated the developers did the right thing with this proposal.   
She did ask how many parking spots would be removed and Mr. Saville 
stated it would be about 60.   

 Mr. Wheeler stated there are very thoughtful upgrades.  He stated he is 
happy about the preservation of trees and the softscape of the bench areas 
and overall he likes the proposal. 

 Mr. Devon asked to what extend is LEED being pursued.  Mr. O’Donald 
stated it will be certified LEED. 
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Final Land Development Plan for New Residence Hall Building, North Halls, The 
Pennsylvania State University, owner, UPD Zoning District, Sub district 5, Sweetland 
Engineering, Engineer and EYP Architecture and Engineering 
 
Mr. O’Donald’s presentation included: 

 There will be a Passkey into Warnock Commons.  

 They are changing from double rooms to suites. 

 A lot of work will be done to the footprint in the Mackey Building.  
 
Mr. King’s presentation included: 

 The idea that Stuckeman Hall does not have an entrance started this 
proposal. 

 There will be double bed rooms with a total of 310 beds with the ground floor 
being entirely of beds on the southern wing. 

 There will be common spaces on each floor with smaller lounges and study 
nooks. 

 Mr. King noted there is one staff apartment on the ground floor. 

 It will be predominately brick. 
 
Commissioners’ comments included: 

 Mr. Devon wanted to know if they thought about pathways through the heart 
of the building.  Mr. King stated that would tricky.  

 
Ms. Baird’s presentation included: 

 She discussed the desire to create good landscaping and open spaces. 

 She noted they want to preserve the existing trees as much as possible. 

 There will not be a lot of hardscape.  She discussed plantings and wanting to 
create tree lined corridors.  

 
Mr. Pike’s presentation included:  

 There will be a reduction of 705 square feet of impervious area. 

 He stated they are proposing a super extended retention facility for storm 
water management. 

 The will be reducing peak flow rates.  

 Other existing utilities are a water main which they will be extending to an 
eight inch water line and sanitary sewer that runs through the existing parking 
lot.  

 He noted the remainder of storm water will flow into the underground 
retention system. 

 They will be adding a new utility tunnel to add new utilities. 

 Permits required will be for sewer, erosion control and zoning.  
 
Mr. Sam asked if they looked at rain water harvesting.  Mr. Pike stated they are in the 
process of drafting a land water harvesting master plan with a consulting firm.   
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Commissioners’ comments included: 

 Mr. Devon asked if they would consider plantings to attract butterflies.  Ms. 
Baird stated the focus is on making this attractive to humans. 

 Mr. Wheeler stating planting a lawn is just a baby step towards actual 
pavement. 

 Mr. Devon stated they are doing a wonderful job with the landscaping. 

 Ms. Poerschke stated, in general, she agrees with the proposal.   
 
2016 Meeting Calendar 
 
A motion was made to approve the 2016 Meeting Calendar by Ms. Poerschke and 
seconded by Mr. Wheeler.  The vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
Official Reports and Correspondence 

  
Borough Council: Ms. Messner reported that Council has been working on their budget.  
At last night’s work session, there was good citizens’ input. They canceled today’s 
meeting on the budget.  There is anticipation that the budget will be decided on at 
Monday night’s meeting. 
 
Mr. Sam stated the Holmes-Foster Master Plan could be approved with the changes 
next week by Council.   

 
Planning Commission: Ms. Messner reported the PC will be reviewing these same plans 
that were reviewed by the DRB today.  She did discuss the presentation that Sarah 
Klinetob, Council member, presented to the PC.  Ms. Messner noted that cost could be 
an issue.  She stated staff is in a conversation with PSU to see if they are willing to give 
out that kind of information. 
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, this meeting was adjourned at 11:22 a.m. by Mr. 
Devon. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Denise L. Rhoads, Staff Assistant 
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DESCRIPTIONDATEREV BY

6095 MARSHALEE DRIVE, SUITE 300

ELKRIDGE, MD 21075

(410) 712-7092

NB+C ENGINEERING SERVICES, LLC.

APPLIC
ANT

CROWN CASTLE NG EAST, LLC

2000 CORPORATE DRIVE

CANONSBURG, PA 15317

(713) 570-3000

A 02/27/15 PRELIMINARY JTD

B 03/23/15 95% SUBMISSION JTD

C 10/19/15 REVISED RNC

D 01/8/16 REVISED NGK

ENG
INEER

PHILIP BURTNER, P.E.
PA PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER LIC. #043981-R

NORTHLAND BOWLING

BEAVER AND COLLEGE SC 3

CROWN CASTLE NODE BU #920413

132 W COLLEGE AVENUE

STATE COLLEGE, PA 16801

BOROUGH OF STATE COLLEGE

BILL OF MATERIALS
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2016 STATE COLLEGE DESIGN REVIEW BOARD WORK PROGRAM 

Approved by the Design Review Board on ? Key: I= Initiative Discussion, IP= In Progress, C=Complete

Approved by Borough Council ________ R/C=Review and Comment, BC=Refer to Council

Priority Relationship to Strategic Goals 1
st
 Quarter 2

nd
 Quarter 3

rd
 Quarter 4

th
 Quarter

ROUTINE ACTIVITIES 

Plan and Reviews *

Holtzman Award (spring)

Items Referred By Council and Planning 

Commission*

Update DRB webpage* I C

Review DRB Mission*

OTHER ACTIVITES

3 Design Review Board FAQ for webpage Future
Goal 1: Maintain safe, stable attractive 

neighborhoods
I I IP C

4
Participate when appropriate in ways to 

improve public space*
Future

Goal 1: Maintain safe, stable attractive 

neighborhoods

6
Downtown Master Plan Activites*

Future
Goal 1: Maintain safe, stable attractive 

neighborhoods

* as needed

         

         

These activities vary greatly in their scope and 

support the 2009 Strategically Plan Goals. 

End of Year Report 

to Council on DRB 

Activities & 2016 

Work Program

1

Focus on Appearance Award (fall/winter)

High
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