
Meeting Agenda 

State College Borough Historic Resources Commission 
January 19, 2016 

Room 241 / 7 p.m.  
  
  

I. Call to Order  
  

II. Roll Call   
 
Eric Boeldt, Chair 
Mary Ann Schreck, Vice-Chair 
Susan Bardo 
Guido Cervone 
Katsuhiko Muramoto 
Gary Patterson 
Eric White 

 
III. Approval of Minutes – December 15, 2015 

 
IV. Chair Report 

  
V. Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens   

 
VI. Election of Officers 

 
VII. Presentation 

 
A. State College History Presentation 

 
Connie Randolph, a resident of the Borough has offered to present 
information on State College Borough history. 
 
Commission Action: Receive the presentation. No action required. 

 
VIII. Work Program   

 
A. House Plaque – 363 Ridge Avenue 

 
Application for 363 Ridge Avenue has been submitted by the property owner 
to purchase a plaque for their home which is located in College Heights 
Historic District. The following text is for the Commission to consider and 
approve. 

Sears Catalog Home  
The Lynnhaven, built 1935  
For Mary L. Willard   
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Commission action: Members are requested to consider the draft text as 
suggested by the applicant. A motion is required to approve. 

A. Draft 2016 Work Program 
 

Borough Council will review the 2016 ABC Work Programs during their 
February 8, 2016 meeting. In order to prepare the HRC’s program to meet 
this deadline, the HRC and staff will discuss the 2016 Work Program 
during this meeting. The Commission is asked to approve the program to 
forward to Borough Council during this meeting for the February 2, 2016 
meeting. 

 
Page 7 include a draft of staff’s recommendation for the 2016 Work 
Program. 

 
Design Review Board Action: Review the drafted 2016 Work Program and 
discuss. The HRC must vote to accept the Work Program to forward the 
program to Council. 

 
IX. Official Reports and Correspondence 

 
A. Planning Commission 

 
B. Borough Council 
 
C. Design Review Board 
 
D. Conflict of Interest Policy-Informational 

 
X. Adjournment 
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Meeting Minutes 

State College Borough Historic Resources Commission 
December 15, 2015 

 

The State College Borough Historic Resources Commission (HRC) met on Tuesday, 
December 15, 2015 in the State College Borough Municipal Building, 243 South Allen 
Street in Room 241. Chairman Boeldt called the meeting to order at 7:16 p.m. 
  
Members Present  
 
Eric Boeldt, Chairman; Mary Ann Schreck, Vice-Chairman; Susan Bardo and Eric White 
 
Others Present 
 
Anne Messner, Planner/Zoning Officer; Ed Gannon, Engineer and Denise Rhoads, Staff 
Assistant 
 
Chair Report 
 
Chairman Boeldt noted that Council has suggested combining the DRB and HRC 
boards.  He noted no decision has been made to date.  He noted if this would occur 
there would be interest in expanding membership to include HARB. 
 
Public Hour 
 
No one in the audience wished to discuss matters not on the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion to approve the September 15, 2015 minutes as submitted was made by Dr. 
White and seconded by Ms. Bardo. The vote was unanimously in favor. 
  
Work Program 
 
521 West College Avenue - Partial demolition and repair to contributing building in the 
Holmes-Foster / Highlands Historic District. Ed Gannon, Engineer. 

 
Mr. Gannon’s presentation included: 

 This property is owned by the Paul Bender family. 

 They received code citations from Codes for structural issues because there 
is no foundation under the side porch that is currently standing. 

 Mr. Gannon noted the solution is to remove part of the building and replace it 
in-kind.   

 They will be swapping the position of the door to meet code requirements.  
He showed some samples of some columns that might be used to replace 
what is currently there. 

 It is basically a brick house and they are trying to stay as close to the current 
architectural design as possible. 
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 Mr. Gannon discussed putting in a different handrail that would be more 
architecturally sound. 

 The landing dimensions are a little bigger than three foot by three foot. 

 The area is currently used as a rear entry way for the building that contains 
four apartments. 

 
Mr. Gannon also noted there is a structural issue regarding the front porch.  There was 
a bulging brick wall due to some extra dirt being thrown behind the wall during 
construction.  Some work had to be done to correct this issue. 
 
Commissioners’ comments included: 

 Chairman Boeldt asked about the new windows on the new porch.  Mr. 
Gannon stated they are looking at divided light windows.  

 
A motion to approve this proposal was made by Chairman Boeldt and seconded by Ms. 
Schreck.  The vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
2016 Meeting Calendar 

 
A motion to approve the 2016 Meeting Calendar was made by Ms. Schreck and 
seconded by Ms. Bardo.  The vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
Official Reports and Correspondence 

 
Planning Commission (PC): Ms. Messner reported the PC will review the same items 
that DRB reviewed at their meeting on December 15, 2015.  They also discussed 
reducing the height of fences in a front yard.  
 
Borough Council (BC): Ms. Messner reported Council will be possibly approving the 
budget as drafted at their next meeting.  Ms. Messner discussed the fee schedule for 
2016 and shared that some items would be increasing in pricing. 

 
Design Review Board (DRB): Ms. Messner reported the DRB met today and review two 
final land development plans for North and East Halls on PSU campus.  She noted 
there will be an approximate addition of 600 beds.  The project has a very long time line 
approximately 10 years.   
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 p.m. was 
made by Ms. Schreck.  The vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Denise L. Rhoads, Staff Assistant 
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2016 STATE COLLEGE HISTORIC RESOURCES COMMISSION WORK PROGRAM 

Approved by the Historic Resources Commission on ? Key: I= Initiative Discussion, IP= In Progress, C=Complete

Approved by Borough Council R/C=Review and Comment, BC=Refer to Council

Priority Relationship to Strategic Goals 1
st
 Quarter 2

nd
 Quarter 3

rd
 Quarter 4

th
 Quarter

ROUTINE ACTIVITIES 

Plan Reviews *

House Plaque*

Items Referred By Council*

Update HRC webpage*

OTHER ACTIVITES

2 Initiate actions to implement an HARB Future

3
Welcome opportunities to promote 

preservation
Future

4
Monitor status of the Train Station and Post 

House
Future

5
Continue to work on the expansion of the 

Historic Districts Med IP IP IP IP

* as needed

High

Goal 1: Maintain safe, stable attractive 

neighborhoods

1

End of Year Report 

to Council on HRC 

Activities & 2016 

Work Program2016 State Of Preservation Report

These activities vary greatly in their scope and 

support the 2009 Strategically Plan Goals. 
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