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Meeting Agenda 
State College Borough  

Design and Historic Review Board 
January 17, 2017 

Room 241 / 10 a.m. 
  
  

I. Call to Order 
  

II. Roll Call   
 
Eric Boeldt 
Richard Bryant 
Richard Devon 
Laird Jones 
Bond Reinhardt 
Wendy Schneider 
Eric White 

 
III. Election of Officers 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes – none 

 
V. Chair Report 

  
VI. Public Hour - Hearing of Citizens  

 
VII. Sign 

 
A. New Sign, V K Wealth Advisors, 224 West Hamilton Avenue, CP3 Zoning 

District  
 
Attached to the agenda is a copy of the proposed wall signs. The signs are 
new due to the new tenant space created at the Hamilton Shopping Center. 
 
The proposed signs are attached on page 4.  
 
Design and Historic Review Board Action (DHRB): Provide feedback on the 
sign’s design, placement and effectiveness. Because the property is located 
in a planned commercial district, DRB review is required before the permit 
can be issued. Authority for issuing the permit is vested with staff. A formal 
motion is required. 

 
VIII. Land Development Plan 

 
A. Music I Renovations and Recital Hall, UPD Subdistrict 5 Zoning District, The 

Pennsylvania State University, owner, Stahl Shaeffer Engineering, Engineer 
and Bostwick Design Partnership, Architect 
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The project consists of renovations to the existing Music I Building and the 
addition of a new Recital Hall that will connect to the east side of the Music I 
Building. The Music Building was constructed in 1964 and has not had 
significant renovations since it was built. The new Recital Hall will be located 
in the courtyard area that is situated between the Music I building, Theatre 
Building, Forum, and the Pasquerilla Spiritual Center. The approximate site 
area to be changed is 0.9 acres and includes the new recital hall building, 
pedestrian walkways, seating areas, landscaping, and associated stormwater 
management.  
 
The Music I building faces Allen Road and the Recital Hall building will be 
connected and accessed by campus walkways. Vehicular access will be 
restricted to service vehicles. The erosion and sediment control approach 
integrates the use of the existing site and mild slopes which will minimize 
disturbance and runoff issues during the demolition phase of the project.   
 
Attached to the agenda on pages 5-14 are an aerial view, photos of the site 
and excerpts from the plan set. 

 
Design and Historic Review Board Action (DHRB): The Board is advisory to 
the Borough.  Comments from the Board will assist the design team to 
consider additional design options or modifications but they cannot be 
mandated.  No formal motion required.  Staff will summarize the Board’s 
comments and forward the comments to the applicant as part of the 
preliminary plan review letter. 

 
B. Proposed Demolition of 312 and 338 West College Avenue buildings listed in 

the 1982 Historic Resources of the Centre Region inventory report. 
 

Both 312 and 338 West College Avenue are located between South Atherton 
Street and South Burrowes in downtown State College Borough. The 
properties are not part of either Historic District rather the Borough’s Zoning 
Ordinance notes properties listed in the 1982 report proposed for demolition 
must be discussed in anticipation of their demolition. Therefore, per the 
Zoning Ordinance review by the Board is required. 
 
The proposal is to demolish these buildings along with the remaining 
buildings between the two buildings for a future land development plan. 

 
According to Historic Resources of the Centre Region, the buildings located 
at 312 and 338 West College Avenue were constructed in 1910. 

 
Attached to the agenda on pages 16-20 are an excerpt of from the report, a 
photo of the properties to be demolished, and preliminary plan drawings of 
the proposed building. A preliminary land development plan review will occur 
by the Board at the February meeting. 
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Design and Historic Review Board Action (DHRB): This is a discussion and 
information item for the Board related to the demolition of 312 and 338 West 
College Avenue only. Comments may be made on the proposed demolition 
but is not required. 

 
IX. House Plaque 

 
A. House Plaque – 519 South Fraser Street 
 
Application has been submitted by the property owner to purchase a plaque 
for their home at 519 South Fraser Street located in the Holmes-
Foster/Highlands Historic District. A street view of the home and copy of the 
building permit is attached to the agenda on pages 21-22. 
 
The following text is for the Board to consider and approve. 
 
Tutor Revival Home 
Built in 1940 
For G.B. Romer 
 
Design and Historic Review Board Action (DHRB): Members are requested to 
consider the draft text as suggested in the agenda. A motion is required to 
approve. 

 
X. Official Reports and Correspondence 

  
A. Borough Council 

 
B. Planning Commission 
 
C. 2017 Conflict of Interest Memo 

 
XI. Adjournment 
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Aerial view of project area (Source Google maps) 
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Existing conditions view 1 (Source Google maps) 

 

Existing conditions view 2 (Source Google maps) 
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312 West College Avenue 
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519 South Fraser Street (Source: Google maps) 
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Borough of State College 

MEMORANDUM  

  

 
 

to: 
 
All Borough Employees 

 

from: 
 
Ed LeClear, Director of Planning and Community Development 

 

re: 
 
Conflict of Interest Policy and Code of Conduct With Regard to HUD Programs 

 

date: 
 
November 1, 2016 

 
A Conflict of Interest Policy and Code of Conduct with Regard to HUD Programs was adopted 
by the State College Borough Council in 2005. This policy will be distributed annually to 
Borough employees.  Please review the policy.  If you have questions or comments, please 
contact me. 

 
BOROUGH OF STATE COLLEGE  

 
Conflict of Interest Policy and Code of Conduct 

With Regard to HUD Programs 
 

SECTION 1 
 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  
 
COVERED INDIVIDUALS: 
 
Any employee, agent, officer, elected official, appointed official or consultant of the Borough of 
State College (Participating Jurisdiction) or; any member of an employee’s, agent’s,  officer’s, 
elected official’s or appointed official’s immediate family; an employee’s, agent’s,  officer’s, 
elected official’s or appointed official’s partner; or an organization that employs or is about to 
employ any of the above. 
 
CONFLICTS PROHIBITED: 
 
No person(s) described in Paragraph 1 of  section 1 who exercises or has exercised any 
functions or responsibilities with respect to activities assisted with HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME) or Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) or other U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funds or who is in a position to 
participate in a decision-making process or gain inside information with regard to these activities 
may obtain a financial interest or benefit from a HOME,- CDBG, or other HUD-assisted activity, 
or has an interest in any contract, subcontract, or agreement with respect thereto, or the 
proceeds there under, either for themselves or those with whom they have family or business 
ties, during their tenure or for one year thereafter. Occupancy of a HOME-assisted unit by a 
covered person constitutes a financial interest. 
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EXCEPTIONS:   
 
Threshold Requirements – Upon the written request of the participating jurisdiction, the U.S. 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) or its successor, may grant an exception to the 
provisions of Paragraph 1 of this section on a case-by-case basis when it determines that the 
exception will serve to further the purpose of the HOME, CDBG or other HUD program and the 
effective and efficient administration of the Borough’s program or project.  An exception may be 
considered only after the participating jurisdiction has provided the following: 
 
 a. A disclosure of the nature of the conflict, accompanied by an assurance   
  that there has been public disclosure* of the conflict and a description of   
  how the public disclosure was made; and 
 b. An opinion from the Borough’s attorney that the interest for which the exception  
  is sought would not violate state or local laws. 
 
*The requirements for public disclosure include publication in a local newspaper or disclosure 
during an advertised public hearing. 
 
Factors to be considered for Exceptions – In determining whether to grant a requested 
exception after the participating jurisdiction has satisfactorily met the requirements of 
paragraphs a. and b. above, HUD, or its successors, will consider the cumulative effect of the 
following factors, where applicable:  
 
 a. Whether the exception would provide a significant cost benefit or an essential  
  degree of expertise to the program or project which would otherwise not be  
  available; 
 b. Whether the person affected is a member of a group or class of low-income  
  persons intended to be the beneficiary of the assisted activity, and the exception  
  will permit such person(s) to receive generally the same interests or benefits as  
  are being made available or provided to the group or class; 
 c. Whether the affected person(s) has withdrawn from his/her functions or   
  responsibilities or the decision-making process with respect to the specific  
  assisted activity in question; 
 d. Whether the interest or benefit was present before the affected person was in a  
  position as described in Paragraph 2 of this section; 
 e. Whether undue hardship will result either to the participating jurisdiction or the  
  person affected when weighed against the public interest served by avoiding the  
  prohibited conflict; and 
 F. Any other relevant considerations. 

OWNERS AND DEVELOPERS:   

No owner, developer or sponsor of a project assisted with HOME, CDBG or other HUD funds 
(or officer, employee, agent, elected or appointed official or consultant of the owner, developer 
or sponsor) whether private, for-profit or non-profit (including a community development 
organization (CHDO) when acting as an owner, developer or sponsor) may occupy a HOME, 
CDBG or other HUD-assisted affordable housing unit in a project.  This provision does not apply 
to an individual who receives HOME, CDBG or other HUD funds to acquire or rehabilitate his or 
her principal residence or to an employee or agent to the owner or developer of a rental housing 
project who occupies a housing unit as the project manager or maintenance worker. 
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EXCEPTIONS:   
 
Upon written request of a housing owner or developer, the Borough may grant an exception to 
the provisions of the above paragraph of this section on a case by case basis when it 
determines that the exception will serve to further the purposes of the HOME, CDBG or other 
HUD program and the effective and efficient administration of the owner’s or developer’s 
HOME, CDBG or other HUD-assisted project.  In determining whether to grant a requested 
exception, the Borough shall consider the following factors: 
 
 a. Whether the person receiving the benefit is a member of a group or class of low- 
  income persons intended to be the beneficiaries of the assisted housing, and the  
  exception will permit such person to receive generally the same interest or  
  benefits as are being made available or provided to the group or class: 
 b. Whether the person has withdrawn from his or her functions or responsibilities,  
  or the decision making process with respect to the specific assisted housing in  
  question: 
 c. Whether the tenant protection requirements of Sec. 92.253 are being observed; 
 d. Whether the affirmative marketing requirements of Sec. 92.351 are being   
  observed and followed; and 
 e. Any other factor relevant to the Borough’s determination, including the timing of  
  the requested exception. 
 

SECTION 2 
 
COVERED INDIVIDUALS: 
 
Any employee, officer, or agent of the Borough of State College (Participating Jurisdiction). 
 
PROCUREMENT  
 
The CDBG, HOME and other HUD Programs follow the procurement policy of the Borough of 
State College located in the Borough of State College Code of Ordinances, Chapter 1, Part N.   
If any provisions of CFR 24 85.36, 24 CFR 570.611, 24 CFR 92.356 are not included or conflict 
with the Borough’s Procurement Policy, the provisions of CFR 24 85.36, 24 CFR 570.611, and 
24 CFR 92.356 shall supersede the Borough’s Procurement Policy.  
 
No Covered Individuals in section 2, paragraph 1, may participate in the selection, award or 
administration of a contract supported by HOME, CDBG or other HUD Program if a conflict of 
interest, real or apparent, would be involved.  Such a conflict would arise when any of the 
following parties has a financial or other interest in the firm selected for award: 
 
-employee, agents, or officer of the Borough of State College; 
-any member of an employee’s, agent’s or officer’s immediate family; 
-an employee’s, agent’s or officer’s partner; or 
-an organization that employs or is about to employ any of the above 
 
No employee, officer, or agent of the Borough or subrecipient may solicit or accept gratuities, 
favors or anything of monetary value from contractors, potential contractors or parties to 
subagreements.   
 
 

Design and Historic Review Board
January 17, 2017
Page 25 of 26 



CODE OF CONDUCT:   
 
Persons covered in section 2, paragraph 1, are expressly forbidden from soliciting or accepting 
money, gifts, gratuities, services, favors, or anything of monetary value (excepting unsolicited 
calendars, pens, or other items of nominal value used as an advertising medium) from any 
person, company, firm, or corporation to which any purchase order or contract is or might be 
awarded or from a party to any potential subcontract. 
 
The Borough shall also take disciplinary action in accordance with the Borough Personnel Rules 
and Regulations against any covered persons in section 2 paragraph 1 who violate this conflict 
of interest policy. 
 
Employees will receive a copy of the conflict of interest policy on an annual basis as a mailer 
included in a paycheck. Elected and appointed officials will receive a copy of the policy at a 
regular meeting of their respective council, authority, board or commission.  Distribution of the 
policy will be noted in the minutes of the meeting.  Members who are absent will receive a copy 
by mail.  Consultants and agents will be provided a copy of the policy as part of their contracts. 
 
SUB-RECIPIENTS: 
 
Applicable Conflict of Interest and Procurement Policies for the Borough’s subrecipients are 
covered under CFR 24 84.42, 24 CFR 570.611 and CFR 24 92.356.  Each subrecipient has 
developed its own Conflict of Interest Policy and Procurement Policy in accordance with the 
applicable regulations.   
 
Authorized Official:    Ed LeClear, Director of Planning and Community Development 
             243 S. Allen Street 
             State College, PA  16801 
             814-234-7109  
 
Adopted by the State College Borough Council on April 18, 2005. 
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